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DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND HERITAGE STUDIES 

 

PHD IN ARCHAEOLOGY  

OVERVIEW 

The Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) degree programme in Archaeology is intended to train students 

to research and provide critical perspectives on material remains of people for better 

understanding and interpretation of the past. 

 

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

A relevant Master’s degree in the Social Sciences or Arts is the minimum requirement. 

Archaeological fieldwork experience would be an advantage. Other requirements in the 

University of Ghana Graduate Handbook can also apply. 

 

DURATION 

The programme is full-time for a period of eight semesters (Four Years) and part-time for twelve 

semesters (Six Years).  

 

REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION 

 A total of Seventy-five (75) to eighty-one (81) credit hours obtained during a student’s 

enrollment in the Doctor of Philosophy degree programme in Archaeology is required for 

graduation and will consist of:  

Course work    18-24  

Four Research Seminars 12 (3 Credits each) 

Thesis    45 Credits 

Total    75 - 81 

 

STRUCTURE OF PROGRAMME 

 

Semester One: Core Courses 

 

Semester One: Elective Courses (3 Credits Each) 

ARCH 707: Geological methods and Techniques in archaeology 

ARCH 709: Development Archaeology and Anthropology 

Course Code Course Credits 

FSSP 701 Philosophy of the Social Sciences 3 

 

ARCH 703 Advanced Archaeological Theories 3 

ARCH 705 Advanced Archaeological Methods and Techniques 3 

 One Elective (Optional) 3 
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ARCH 711: Topics in the Archaeology of Sub-Saharan Africa 

ARCH 713: Topics in Art History of Africa 

EASC 302:  Geology of Ghana 

 

Semester Two: Core Courses 

Course Code Course Credits 

ARCH 702 Laboratory Analysis and Interpretation of Material 

Culture 

3 

 

ARCH 704 New Technologies in Archaeology  3 

 One or Two Electives  3 - 6 

 

Semester Two: Elective Courses (3 Credits Each) 

ARCH 706: Bioarchaeology 

ARCH 708: Current Perspectives of Archaeology of Ghana     

ARCH 712: Indigenous Knowledge and Technologies  of Ghana      

 

Research Seminars (3 Credits Each) 

ARCH 710: Research Proposal        

 

ARCH 720: Experiential learning        

 

ARCH 730: Progress Report of Fieldwork 

 

ARCH 740: Preliminary Findings of Research       

 

Thesis (45 Credits) 

ARCH 700 Thesis          

 

YEAR 2: Experiential Programme 

In the second year PhD students would in addition to being involved in major projects being 

undertaken by relevant Faculty in the department or partner universities will work on their 

doctoral dissertation proposals. The doctoral students would serve as research assistants both in 

fieldwork and in laboratory processing of artifacts, as well as in the analysis of artifacts. These 

activities will help them to acquire additional advanced practical skills and theoretical knowledge 

to enhance the preparation of their doctoral research designs. They will also write reports and 

papers and present these at conferences or workshops, including the colloquium series in the 

University of Ghana, the Society of African Archaeologists Conference (SAFA) and the West 

African archaeologist association. They will also be required to write and defend their doctoral 

proposals, as well one give a major seminar in the department.  

 

They will, therefore, be required to be engaged in the major ongoing projects of the department, 

including the following: 
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Komaland Archaeological Research, Northern Region, Ghana (PI: Prof. Kankpeyeng).  

The Komaland Archaeological Research Project is ongoing. The project started in 1985 with 

initial excavation at the Yikpabongo site by Prof. James Anquandah. From 2006 to the present 

archaeological survey and excavation has been conducted in the area, incorporating Field 

Schools for both undergraduate and graduate students with Prof. Benjamin Kankpeyeng as the 

the Principal Investigator. Prof. Timothy Insoll at the University of Manchester and Dr. Natalie 

Swanepoel of the Univesrsity of South Africa are partners in this research. The Komaland sites 

consist of mounds some of which contain anthropomorphic ceramic figurines indicating 

significant past ritual activities.  The project also covers neighboring sites at Nasia and Janga 

containing several smelting and house mounds. The project would expose students to field 

methods and in the analysis of the varied artifacts. Besides, it would encourage students to read 

the considerable theoretical literature on ritual and religion and sociopolitical complexity, as well 

as field methodology and post field laboratory processing of data. Students would be encouraged 

to write short papers and reports. 

 

Archaeology of German Colonial Heritage Sites in Ghana/Togo Project (PI: DrApoh) 

 This project is meant to conduct detailed archaeological, ethnographic and archival research on 

key German colonial sites in Ghana and parts of Togo in order to assess their viability for the 

promotion of German heritage tourism. This three year project is sponsored by the Volkswagen 

Foundation’s “Humanities in Sub-Saharan Africa and North Africa” fellowship program. It is 

also in partnership with the University of Hanover (Faculty of Philosophy, Department of 

History, African History), and FreieUniversitat (Department of History) of Berlin. The students 

who participate in this project will be required to conduct extensive archival research to collate 

textual information for the project. Students will also engage in archaeological surveys and 

excavation of sites as well as analysis of datasets. Interested students can also investigate the 

German period architectural styles in the project areas. 

 

The Adome-Atimpoku Ancient Iron Working Project (PI: Prof Gavua and Dr.Apoh) 

The Adome-Atimpoku Ancient iron working project focuses on the study of an ancient (C4th-

C6th AD) ironworking site situated within a built-up area of Adome located along the Volta 

River in the Eastern Region of Ghana. The on-going project is exploring the origin and spread of 

the iron working technology within this archaeological region. This project is also being done in 

partnership with professionals from the School of Nuclear and Allied Sciences to determine the 

chemical signatures of the iron residues from the sites. The scope of the research project is 

within the context of examining the origin and nature of indigenous technologies and heritage 

conservation in Ghana. Students will be involved in area surveys of the Adome and Akwamu 

areas for possible Iron Age sites.  
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The Bui Dam Salvage Archaeology and Memory Center Project PI: Prof Gavua and 

DrApoh) 

The built environment, cognitive structures, subsistence structures and heritage sites are often the 

casualties of large-scale construction activities like energy dams, road and industrial 

constructions. The effects of these overarching machinations of political economic powers on 

settlements caught up in these entanglements are enormous. The use of relevant archaeological 

and anthropological techniques are the few humane ways in which such tangible and intangible 

heritage properties and lifeways of the people are salvaged and documented for use by future 

generations of such communities. According to the project overview of the 400-MW-Hydro-

Electric power project, constructed on the Black Volta at Bui in the BrongAhafo Region of 

Ghana, a 440 km
2   

reservoir was created. This artificial lake has inundated a number of villages 

in its catchment area. In line with the recommendations of the Environmental Social Impact 

Assessment (ESIA) report, a salvage archaeological research was carried out in three 

communities (Bui, Akanyakope and Dokokyina) within the inundation zone between November 

2009 and March 2010. The salvage archaeologists also assisted in the relocation the important 

heritage remains of the resettled communities in 2011. The current phase of the on-going project 

is threefold within which interested student can be engaged,  including the analysis and 

conservation of excavated remains, the establishment of a memory center at Bui and exhibition 

of archaeological and visual anthropological datasets, and the conduct further anthropological 

research on post resettlement lifeways at the resettlement Township. 

 

The Earthworks of Southern Ghana Project (PI: Prof. J. Boachie-Ansah) 

This project seeks to investigate and compile detailed information on the earthworks of the forest 

regions of southern Ghana. Themes to be studied are the structures and shapes, functions, 

chronology, settlement patterns and the significance of the earthworks particularly as they relate 

to social transformation and the emergence of social complexity in the forest regions of southern 

Ghana. Also of interest to the project is the labour and time expended on, and the technology 

associated with the building of the earthworks, the subsistence economy, the socio-cultural 

origins, and the population density of the occupants and builders of the earthworks. The students 

who participate in this project will be expected to collect oral traditions on the earthworks, 

undertake reconnaissance to identify earthworks, take part in excavations of earthwork sites and 

process and analyse data brought from the field. Students will also be expected to acquaint 

themselves and read relevant theoretical literature on the development of social complexities and 

write papers on their fieldwork. 

 

Gambaga Scarp Rock Art Studies (PI: Prof. Kankpeyeng and Dr. Namono) 

Rockshelter sites have been identified within the Gambaga Scarp containing  rock art and 

granaries and have the potential to broaden the understanding of prehistoric lifeways and ritual 

within the area.  The project being planned by Prof. Benjamin Kankpeyeng in the department in 

partnership with Dr. Catherine Namono of the University of Witwatersrand in South Africa to 
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begin within 2014 would provide an opportunity for students with interest in art historical studies 

and prehistory to acquire considerable experience in method. Also, students would acquire 

considerable theoretical knowledge through reading the literature on art history and 

archaeological theory.  

 

Danish Plantation Archaeological Project (PI: Dr. Clement Apaak) 

The Danish Plantations along the Akuapem Mountains established in the 18
th

 and 19
th

 centuries 

are “Places of remembrance” of the slave trade. A number of public archaeology initiatives have 

been launched to rehabilitate, restore and promote some of these sites and their material remains 

for the purpose of cultural tourism. Recent archaeological considerations of the Danish activities 

at the foothills of the Akuapem Mountains in Ghana provide the project with a methodological 

roadmap. This project aligns with two developing archaeological fields, the archaeology of 

plantation agriculture and the archaeology of slavery in Africa. The proposed study will provide 

students with the opportunity to relate these disciplines and their research foci. Students will also 

have the opportunity to use both material and non-material culture to explore relationships 

between the Europeans and Africans at different levels of encounters. This promises a 

comprehensive study of slave the society as well as Danish plantation agriculture on the Gold 

Coast. The research project will also expand the geographic and cultural contexts in which the 

Danish planters and enslaved Africans have been studied and increase archaeologists’ 

understandings of the Danish plantation slavery and its ramifications in Ghana. 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

FSSP 701: Philosophy of the Social Sciences 

This course aims at exposing and deepening doctoral students’ understanding of the 

epistemological underpinnings of the social sciences. It focuses on the differences and 

similarities between the social and natural sciences, causal relationships, social laws, and the 

ontological significance of structure and agency. It also seeks to elucidate the nature of the 

scientific inquiry and evaluate the grounds of their validity. Students will be exposed to social 

science explanatory frameworks, such as humanistic approach, realism, postmodernism and post-

structuralism. The course should enable students to identify, analyze, and take a stand on the 

theoretical and methodological issues informing their research work. 

 

ARCH 702: Laboratory Analysis and Interpretation of Material Culture  

Students will be taught to undertake in-depth classification, processing and analysis of material 

culture including ceramics, lithics, and historical artifacts. Also, sources of non-archaeological 

data (oral information, archival/public records,ethnoarchaeology, etc.) will be explored to guide 

students to critically interpret material culture. Specialised laboratory analysis (coprolite, residue 

analysis, dating techniques etc.) will as well be undertaken. The conservation and curation of 

archaeological collections will be done and evaluated in this course. 
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ARCH 703: Advanced Archaeological Theories  

The course addresses various perspectives from which archaeologists encompass and 

systematically explain knowledge about aspects of human behaviour and its ramifications in 

particular social, historical and environmental contexts.  Key perspectives that influence 

discourse and practice, including feminism, reflexive and interpretive ethnography, sociobiology, 

and postmodernism, will be identified and interrogated in relation to their validity and relevance 

in particular contexts of application.   

 

ARCH 704: New Technologies in Archaeology 

The course will comprise studies of new technologies, such as GIS application, mobile 

technology, total station, and remote sensing, which facilitate and enhance archaeological inquiry 

and the presentation of archaeological data and research results. The potential of these 

technologies to the study, documentation, conservation, and creation of high-quality access to 

archaeological information, as well as the benefits and challenges the use of these technologies 

present to users and communities will be discussed.  

 

ARCH 705: Advanced Archaeological Methods and Techniques 

The course will train students on the methods and techniques with which archaeological data is 

obtained from actual archaeological and ethnographic contexts. This will involve practical field 

training on procedures of archaeological research, including reconnaissance surveys, selection of 

sites for excavation and excavation techniques among others. Candidates will be trained on how 

to design and execute independent archaeological study and how to process archaeological data 

for analysis and interpretation. 

 

ARCH 706: Bioarchaeology 

This course will provide students with a comprehensive introduction to the study of biological 

remains that are frequently encountered on archaeological sites e.g. animal (zooarchaeology), 

human (physical anthropology) and of botanical (archaeobotany) remains, to have a broader 

understanding of a range of topics including human and animal health, disease, diet and 

economic systems and population characteristics.  

 

ARCH 707: Geological Methods and Techniques in Archaeology 

The course will help students to have an in depth understanding of the various geological 

processes that contribute to the formation of sites and the post-depositional survival of buried 

sites, biological materials and artefacts. Students will explore the general principles of geology 

(principle of superposition, soil profiles and sedimentation etc.), and will focus on the geology of 

Ghana and the identification of rocks and minerals recovered from sites and their value for 

archaeological interpretation. 

 

ARCH 708: Current Perspectives of Archaeology of Ghana 

The course focuses on the development of the discipline of archaeology and the state of 

archaeological research in Ghana. Candidates will study the geomorphological and 
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paleontological evidence of Ghana’s prehistory. Other topics will include urbanization and 

complex societies in Ghana, the arts and crafts, long distance commerce, and review some 

regional case studies. 

 

ARCH 709: Development Archaeology and Anthropology 

This course will launch students into the concepts and praxis of development and to the roles that 

archaeologists and anthropologists play in the process. It will analyze concepts and 

implementation of development and explore the application of anthropological techniques in 

researching agency of donors, developers and local governments and their impact on the 

environment, heritage and socio-economic lifeways of recipient communities. It will also 

appraise interventionist practices in archaeology such as development-led salvage archaeology, 

cultural/heritage resource management and public archaeology in the development process.  

 

ARCH 711: Topics in the Archaeology of Sub-Saharan Africa 

The course covers the archaeology of significant social and cultural transformations in Sub-

Saharan Africa. It focuses on major developments in social and cultural behavior in West, East, 

Central and Southern Africa, including the emergence of cultural essentials (eg. Lithic 

technologies), origins of agriculture, metallurgy and the arts, the growth of cross-cultural 

contacts or interactions, trade and commerce, as well as the environmental context within which 

these occurred.  

 

ARCH 712:   Indigenous Knowledge and Technologies of Ghana 

This course is an advanced treatment of the use of archaeological and historical sources as well 

as ethnographic data to understand indigenous Ghanaian technological and other knowledge 

systems. The effects of modernization and globalization on indigenous knowledge are examined. 

Also, the values of indigenous knowledge systems to the development needs of Ghana will be 

discussed. Specific topics covered in this course include stone and metal working, textiles 

production, pottery traditions, bead making, architecture and the other realms of material culture. 

Mortuary practices, indigenous farming systems, ethno-medicine and material expressions of 

religion will also be examined. Practical lessons with various artisans in the field will 

complement seminars and lectures. 

 

ARCH 713: Topics in Art History of Africa 

This course entails the exploration of the African scene of the Arts and Artists covering the 

period from the inception of art to contemporary times. It involves critical analyses regarding 

continuing and changing patterns of human ideas, concepts, values and philosophies of African 

societies as reflected in the record of art works – their forms, styles, functions and meanings. The 

major topics and issues of the course will include the distinctive concept of African 

Ethnoaesthetics as opposed to Western and Oriental perspectives of art, regional studies of Rock 

Art of the Sahara and Southern Africa, the arts of notable cultures and civilizations – Ancient 
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Egypt, Kush, Nubia, Ethiopia, Nok, Ife, Benin, Mali, Koma, Akan, and Zimbabwe, and the Mask 

sculptured traditions of Western and Central Africa. 

 

 

 

PHD IN MUSEUM AND HERITAGE STUDIES 

 

OVERVIEW 

The Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) programme in Museum and Heritage Studies would engage 

students in the study of material culture (tangible things, including artifacts, structures and sites 

and the associated intangibles). It would also train students in research projects which originate 

with studies of artifacts and to critique the management and conservation of heritage resources. 

The programme would foster trans-disciplinary and inter-disciplinary dialogue amongst students, 

scholars, stewards and purveyors of material culture. The skills acquired through the programme 

would aid students to analyze the social, cultural relevance, and conservation of material culture. 

Students would by their training provide curatorial and other managerial services to heritage 

institutions worldwide. 

 

Admission Requirements 

The minimum qualification for admission into the PhD degree programme in Museum and 

Heritage Students is a relevant Master’s degree in any academic discipline. Other requirements 

in the University of Ghana Graduate Handbook can also to apply. 

 

Duration 

The programme is full time for a period of eight semesters (Four Years) and part time for twelve 

semesters (Six Years).  

 

Requirements for Graduation 

A total of seventy-five (75) to eighty-one (81) credit hours obtained during a student’s 

enrollment in the Doctor of philosophy degree programme in Museum and Heritage Studies is 

required for graduation and will consist of:  

Course work    18-24 Credits 

Four Research Seminars 12 (3 Credits Each) 

Thesis    45 Credits  

Total    75 - 81 
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Structure of Programme 

 

Semester One: Core Courses 

 

Semester One: Elective Courses (3 Credits Each) 

ARCH 709: Development Archaeology and Anthropology 

ARCH 711: Topics in the Archaeology of Sub-Saharan Africa     

ARCH 713: Topics in Art History of Africa 

ARCH 717: Advanced Visual Anthropological Methods and Strategies 

 

Semester Two: Core Courses 

Course Code Course Credits 

ARCH 714  Museums and Heritage Management   3 

ARCH 716 Curatorship and Exhibition Development 3 

 One or Two Electives 3 - 6 

  

Semester Two: Elective Courses (3 Credits Each) 

 ARCH 708: Current Perspectives of Archaeology of Ghana 

ARCH 712: Indigenous Knowledge and Technologies of Ghana 

ARCH 718: Issues in Heritage Studies 

ARCH 722: Topics in the Anthropology of Tourism 

 

Research Seminars (3 Credits Each) 

ARCH 710: Research Proposal Seminar        

 

ARCH 720: Experiential Learning Seminar        

  

ARCH 730: Progress Report Seminar 

 

ARCH 740: Preliminary Findings Seminar        

  

Thesis 

ARCH 700 Thesis         

 

 

Course Code Course Credits 

FSSP 701 Philosophy of the Social Sciences 3 

ARCH 705 Advanced Archaeological Methods and Techniques 3 

ARCH 715 Material Culture Studies 3 

 One Elective (Optional) 3 



10 
 

YEAR 2 Experiential Programme 

In the Second Year, PhD students would be expected to work on their thesis proposals, as well as 

be involved in research projects (field work and analysis of data) undertaken by a relevant 

Faculty and attend and present papers/reports at seminars, workshops and conferences, OR be 

attached to a relevant heritage institution in Ghana or abroad with partnership agreement with the 

University of Ghana, including the Ghana Museums and Monuments Board, the British 

Museum, the Manchester Museum and the Smithsonian Institution. Also, the doctoral students 

may also work under the supervision of Faculty members of universities abroad with partnership 

agreements with the University of Ghana.  

 

The focus areas of the internships or research will include cultural landscapes, world heritage 

monuments, cultural resource management schemes related to sustainable development, tangible 

and intangible heritage research, and projects dealing with the mediation of heritage through 

innovative technology.  The departmental ongoing projects doctoral students will have their 

experience include; 

 

Tongo-Tengzug Cultural Landscape project (PI: Prof. Kankpeyeng and Prof. Insoll) 

The Tongo-Tengzug Cultural Landscape research Project started in 1998. The area contains a 

unique cultural tradition that exemplifies the interdependence between nature and culture. This 

landscape has been nominated by Ghana to UNESCO for declaration as a World Heritage 

Cultural Landscape Site. Archaeological excavations have been ongoing since 2004, in 

partnership with the University of Manchester. Present research is looking at the intangible 

aspects of the material culture and broader issues of gender implicated.  Doctoral students would 

support fieldwork and data processing in the department. 

 

Koma Land Archaeological Research (Prof. Kankpeyeng) 

The Komaland Archaeological Research Project is ongoing. The project started in 1985 with 

initial excavations at the Yikpabongo site by Prof. James Anquandah. From 2006 to the present 

archaeological survey and excavation has been conducted in the area, incorporating Field 

Schools for both undergraduate and graduate students with Prof. Benjamin Kankpeyeng as the 

the Principal Investigator. Prof. Timothy Insoll at the University of Manchester and Dr. Natalie 

Swanepoel of the University of South Africa are partners in this research. The Koma Land sites 

consist of mounds some of which contain anthropomorphic ceramic figurines indicating 

significant past ritual activities.  The project would expose students to field methods and in the 

analysis of the varied artifacts. Besides, it would encourage students to read the considerable 

theoretical literature on ritual and religion and sociopolitical complexity, as well as field 

methodology and post field laboratory processing of data. Students would be encouraged to write 

short papers and reports. 
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“Archaeology of German Colonial Heritage Sites in Ghana/Togo Project” (PI: Dr. Apoh) 

 This project is meant to conduct detailed archaeological, ethnographic and archival research on 

key German colonial sites in Ghana and parts of Togo in order to assess their viability for the 

promotion of German heritage tourism. This three year project is sponsored by the Volkswagen 

Foundation’s “Humanities in Sub-Saharan Africa and North Africa” fellowship program. It is 

also in partnership with the University of Hanover (Faculty of Philosophy, Department of 

History, African History), and FreieUniversitat (Department of History) of Berlin. The students 

who participate in this project will be required to conduct extensive archival research to collate 

textual information for the project. Students will also engage in archaeological surveys and 

excavation of sites as well as analysis of datasets. Interested students can also investigate the 

German period architectural styles in the project areas. 

 

“The Adome-Atimpoku Ancient Iron Working Project” (PI: Prof. Gavua and Dr.Apoh) 

The Adome-Atimpoku Ancient iron working project focuses on the study of an ancient (C4th-

C6th AD) ironworking site situated within a built-up area of Adome located along the Volta 

River in the Eastern Region of Ghana. The on-going project is exploring the origin and spread of 

the iron working technology within this archaeological region. This project is also being done in 

partnership with professionals from the School of Nuclear and Allied Sciences to determine the 

chemical signatures of the iron residues from the sites. The scope of the research project is 

within the context of examining the origin and nature of indigenous technologies and heritage 

conservation in Ghana. Students will be involved in area surveys of the Adome and Akwamu 

areas for possible Iron Age sites.  

 

“The Bui Dam Salvage Archaeology and Memory Center Project” (PI: Prof Gavua and 

DrApoh) 

The built environment, cognitive structures, subsistence structures and heritage sites are often the 

casualties of large-scale construction activities like energy dams, road and industrial 

constructions. The effects of these overarching machinations of political economic powers on 

settlements caught up in these entanglements are enormous. The use of relevant archaeological 

and anthropological techniques are the few humane ways in which such tangible and intangible 

heritage properties and lifeways of the people are salvaged and documented for use by future 

generations of such communities. According to the project overview of the 400-MW-Hydro-

Electric power project, constructed on the Black Volta at Bui in the Brong Ahafo Region of 

Ghana, a 440 km
2   

reservoir was created. This artificial lake has inundated a number of villages 

in its catchment area. In line with the recommendations of the Environmental Social Impact 

Assessment (ESIA) report, a salvage archaeological research was carried out in three 

communities (Bui, Akanyakope and Dokokyina) within the inundation zone between November 

2009 and March 2010. The salvage archaeologists also assisted in the relocation the important 

heritage remains of the resettled communities in 2011. The current phase of the on-going project 

is threefold within which interested students can be engaged; a) analysis and conservation of 

excavated remains;  b) establishment of a memory center at Bui and exhibition of archaeological 
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and visual anthropological datasets and c) conduct further anthropological research on post 

resettlement lifeways at the resettlement Township. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 

FSSP 701: Philosophy of the Social Sciences 

This course aims at exposing and deepening doctoral students’ understanding of the 

epistemological underpinnings of the social sciences. It focuses on the differences and 

similarities between the social and natural sciences, causal relationships, social laws, and the 

ontological significance of structure and agency. It also seeks to elucidate the nature of the 

scientific inquiry and evaluate the grounds of their validity. Students will be exposed to social 

science explanatory frameworks, such as humanistic approach, realism, postmodernism and post-

structuralism. The course should enable students to identify, analyze, and take a stand on the 

theoretical and methodological issues informing their research work. 

 

ARCH 705: Advanced Archaeological Methods and Techniques 

The course will train students on the methods and techniques with which archaeological data is 

obtained from actual archaeological and ethnographic contexts. This will involve practical field 

training on procedures of archaeological research, including reconnaissance surveys, selection of 

sites for excavation and excavation techniques among others. Candidates will be trained on how 

to design and execute independent archaeological study and how to process archaeological data 

for analysis and interpretation. 

 

ARCH 708: Current Perspectives of Archaeology of Ghana 

The course focuses on the development of the discipline of archaeology and the state of 

archaeological research in Ghana. Candidates will study the geomorphological and 

paleontological evidence of Ghana’s prehistory. Other topics will include urbanization and 

complex societies in Ghana, the arts and crafts, long distance commerce, and review some 

regional case studies. 

 

ARCH 709: Development Archaeology and Anthropology 

This course will launch students into the concepts and praxis of development and to the roles that 

archaeologists and anthropologists play in the process. It will analyze concepts and 

implementation of development and explore the application of anthropological techniques in 

researching agency of donors, developers and local governments and their impact on the 

environment, heritage and socio-economic lifeways of recipient communities. It will also 

appraise interventionist practices in archaeology such as development-led salvage archaeology, 

cultural/heritage resource management and public archaeology in the development process.  
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ARCH 711: Topics in the Archaeology of Sub-Saharan Africa 

The course covers the archaeology of significant social and cultural transformations in Sub-

Saharan Africa from the earliest times up to about 1950. Topics addressed in this course focus on 

major developments in social and cultural behavior in West, East, Central and Southern Africa, 

including the emergence of cultural essentials, origins of agriculture, metallurgy and arts, the 

growth of cross-cultural contacts or interactions, trade and commerce, as well as the 

environmental context within which these occurred. A methodological appraisal of oral accounts 

and ethnography as source materials for this kind of study is also examined in this course. 

 

ARCH 712: Indigenous Knowledge and Technologies of Ghana 

This course is an advanced treatment of the use of archaeological and historical sources as well 

as ethnographic data for an understanding of indigenous Ghanaian technological and other 

knowledge systems. The effects of modernization and globalization on indigenous knowledge 

are examined. The specific topics covered in this course include stone and metal working, 

textiles 9spinning, weaving and dyeing), plastic art (ceramics), ivory carving, wood working, 

bead making, and architecture. Mortuary practices, indigenous farming systems, ethno-medicine 

and material culture of indigenous religious practices are also examined. Practical lessons with 

various artisans in the field and in the department’s living museum will complement seminars 

and lectures. 

 

ARCH 713: Topics in Art History of Africa 

Broadly speaking, this course entails the exploration of the African scene of Art and Artists 

covering the period from the inception of art to contemporary times. Specifically, it involves 

critical analysis regarding continuing and changing patterns of human ideas, concepts, values and 

philosophies of African societies as reflected in the record of art works – their forms, styles, 

functions and meanings. The major topics and issues of the course will include the distinctive 

concept of African Ethnoaesthetics as opposed to Western Oriental forms of art as well as 

regional studies such as Rock Arts of the Sahara and Southern Africa, and the arts of notable 

cultures and civilizations – Ancient Egypt, Kush, Nubia, Ethiopia, Nok, Ife, Benin, Mali, Koma, 

Akan, Zimbabwe, and the Mask sculptured traditions of Western and Central Africa. 

 

ARCH 714: Museums and Heritage Management 

This course will examine the historical development of the museum concept and the role of 

museums in modern society. It will train students to acquire the knowledge on the conservation 

of other heritage resources and how to administer museums and heritage resources. Topics of 

study will include the collection, processing, conservation, registration, cataloguing, storage, 

insurance, and shipping and handling of museum collections, exhibition programmingand 

mounting, curatorial ethics, security, research and documentation, and publication preparation. 

Similarly, techniques of preserving other heritage resources (sites, artifacts and monuments) will 

be examined in this course. 
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ARCH 715: Material Culture Studies 

The course will focus on anthropological and archaeological perspectives of what material 

culture is and on methods and techniques by which material culture is analyzed and interpreted.  

The student will be provided with insights into variables that influence the design, production, 

distribution, use, patterning and discard of material culture, and various ways in which material 

culture relates to behaviour.  There will be hands-on training in the classification, analysis and 

interpretation of various classes of artifacts.  

 

ARCH 716: Curatorship and Exhibition Development 

The course will emphasize the relevance of the museum to different types of audience and help 

students learn how to classify, analyze and interpret objects in relation to their historical 

contexts. Student will also learn about challenges and responsibilities of the curator, curatorial 

policies, and the presentation of objects. Students will be guided to design and use exhibition of 

selected museum objects for educational and other purposes. Planning, budgeting, organization 

and management of short and long term museum exhibitions, as well as fund raising strategies 

will be central to this course.   

 

ARCH 717: Advanced Visual Anthropological Methods and Techniques 

It is designed to equip the student with advanced skills that would enable her or him to research, 

document and present human behaviour and its ramifications through visual media.  By the end 

of the course, the student should be able to visually document, explain and interpret various 

aspects of culture and to direct the digitization of relevant data.  

 

ARCH 718: Issues in Heritage Studies 

This course examines the definitions and concepts of heritage, and how heritage is produced, 

maintained, and transformed. Specific issues that will be addressed include cultural landscapes, 

the historic environment, the relationship between history and heritage, commodification and 

authenticity of heritage, conservation and security of heritage, and the role of museums in 

promoting heritage.  

 

ARCH 722:  Topics in Anthropology of Tourism  

The course will examine tourism in the context of globalization in which “culture” transcends 

international and regional boundaries. Various ways in which tourism has influenced formations 

of culture and identity in today’s world will be defined and examined through case studies. The 

course will specifically look at the consequences of tourism for host communities in Ghana and 

elsewhere, especially the identity struggles of various groups of people, the experiences of 

tourists, performers and others who engage in the tourist industry.  
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DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY & CLASSICS 

 

PhD IN CLASSICS  

 

Admission Requirements 

(A)   Applicants for the PhD in Classics Programme shall hold: (1) a good BA degree in Classics, 

single or combined major, or (2) an MA or MPhil in Classics or Classics-related subject, with at 

least ‘A’ LEVEL reading and writing proficiency in classical Greek and Latin.  

(B)  BA applicants admitted will initially enrol for coursework MA in Classics, each course 

examinable in terms of a research paper. The applicant must obtain GPA of 3.0 or better to 

advance to PhD candidacy. An applicant who scores between GPA of 2.0 and 3.0 may be 

awarded a terminal MA or may be advanced to a terminal MPhil. An applicant will be 

withdrawn who scores below GPA of 2.0.  

(C)  All candidates for the PhD in Classics programme will be required to take and pass an entrance 

examination, both written and oral, and an interview.  

 

Duration 

The programme is normally for four years full-time or six years  

part-time. 

Graduation Requirements 

Coursework                  18-24 credits 

Seminars                        12 credits 

Thesis                             48 credits 

Total                               78-84 

 

Programme Load 

Year 1 

1
st
 semester: Coursework                         9-12 credits 

2
nd

 semester: Coursework                       9-12 credits 

 

Year 2 

Comprehensive Examinations 

Experiential Learning Project (ELP) 

Seminar l (thesis proposal)      3 credits 

Seminar ll (Report on ELP )     3 credits 

 

Year 3 

Seminar lll (thesis progress report)         3 credits 
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Year 4 

Seminar lV (thesis progress report)        3 credits 

Thesis                                                       48 credits 

Total Credits                                            78-84   

 

CLAS 700: Thesis                                

CLAS 710: Seminar l   (Yr. 2)       

CLAS 720: Seminar ll  (Yr. 2)       

CLAS 730: Seminar lll (Yr. 3)     

CLAS 740: Seminar IV (Yr. 4)  

 

YEAR ONE 

 

1
st
 Semester Core Courses

1
 

Course Code Course Title Credits 

CLAS 701 Advanced Research Methods       3 

CLAS 703 Approaches in Classical Studies 3 

 

1
st
 Semester Electives* 

Course Code Course Title Credits 

CLAS 705 Persuasion & Power in the Classical World 3 

CLAS 707 Greek Historiography 3 

CLAS 709 The Greek Philosophers 3 

CLAS 711 Mythology in Graeco-Roman Antiquity 3 

CLAS 713 The Greeks & Romans on the Good Life 3 

 

*Electives: For each semester, a student may choose one elective from Level 300, 400 or 600.
 2

 

 

2
nd

 Semester Core Courses 

 

Course Code Course Title Credits 

CLAS 702 Selected Greek Text/Author 3 

CLAS 704 Selected Roman Text/Author 3 

 

2
nd

 Semester Electives 

 

Course 

Code 

Course Title Credits 

CLAS 706 Graeco-Roman Political Thought 3 

CLAS 708 Roman Historiography 3 

                                                           
1
 When available, a maximum of two three-credit College- and/or School-wide courses 

will add to the core courses to give a total of 9 credits a semester, thereby limiting the 
options for electives to one course a semester.  
2 Subject to note (1) above, students may, in each semester, choose only one elective 
at any of the levels specified, according to the student’s needs. 
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CLAS 712 Lucretius 3 

CLAS 714 Women & Gender in Graeco-Roman Antiquity 3 

 

Description of Courses 

CLAS 700: Thesis 

 

This provides the student with an opportunity to do independent research and to write a thesis on 

a topic of his/her interest in Classics. The student chooses the topic in consultation with a 

supervising instructor. By the end of the statutory duration of study, the student will be expected 

to have produced a thesis that, in content, style, and format meets international standards of 

research and scholarship. 

 

CLAS 701: Advanced Research Methods 

 

This involves developing skills for accessing and using relevant materials on any topic or area in 

Classics. These materials include reliable reference sources (e.g., Oxford Classical Dictionary), 

bibliographical sources (e.g., L’Année Philologique), and lexicographical sources (e.g., 

Thesaurus Linguae Latinae & Graecae). The course also covers the use of internet search 

engines for locating primary sources, other e-resources (e.g., Scribner’s Library, Jenkin’s 

Classical Studies: A Guide to Reference Literature), and database packages of primary texts 

(e.g., Perseus, Argos, Diotima, and TOCS-IN) in research. Students will be required to make 

short, regular presentations to test their knowledge, deepen their understanding, and sharpen their 

proficiency in the mechanics of research.  

 

CLAS 702: Selected Greek Text/Author 

  

This is a guided study in the application of research methods to the study of a significant text or 

author in ancient Greek History, Literature or Philosophy. The principal objective of this course 

is to develop a contextual and applied understanding of the key concepts, tools of analysis, and 

principles of investigation being studied in the Advanced Research Methods and the Approaches 

in Classical Studies courses. 

 

CLAS 703: Approaches in Classical Studies 

 

This equips students with the major theoretical approaches to the various disciplines within 

Classics. In historical research students will be taught the techniques of historical research, 

standards of historical proof; approaches to and styles of history-writing; and techniques of 

composition. In literary studies students will learn how to analyse, interpret and appreciate 

literary texts, based on a critical exposition of the key concepts of literary creativity. In 

philosophical studies students will be taught how to identify, reconstruct, and assess various 

species of deductive and inductive arguments. 

 

CLAS 704: Selected Latin Text/Author  

 

This is a guided study in the application of research methods to the study of a significant text or 

author in ancient Roman History, Literature or Philosophy. The principal objective of this course 
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is to develop a contextual and applied understanding of the key concepts, tools of analysis, and 

principles of investigation being studied in the Advanced Research Methods and the Approaches 

in Classical Studies courses.  

 

CLAS 705: Persuasion & Power in the Classical World 

This course examines the rise of rhetoric in fifth century BC Athens. By reading rhetorical texts 

which count among the highest quality, students are expected to gain an understanding of written 

and oral argumentation. The course also follows the development of speech writing and looks at 

the polarizing rhetoric employed by the greatest Greek (Demosthenes) or Roman (Cicero) orator. 

Students learn not only how to argue more persuasively, but also how to avoid the seductions of 

rhetoric by becoming more aware of how persuasive techniques are deployed against them. 

CLAS 706: Graeco-Roman Political Thought 

Political theory raises critical pragmatic concerns which seek to address contemporary issues 

outside the academy. This course offers a critical study of the history of political theory, with 

emphasis on the pioneering and fundamental role played by Plato, Aristotle, and Cicero. It 

appraises the potential contemporary references and relevance of Graeco-Roman ideas, 

especially those of democracy, with its axiomatic components of freedom, equality and 

representation. 

CLAS 707: Greek Historiography 

 

The aim of this course is to explore characteristics and forms of Greek historical thinking, 

including the use of evidence, the analysis of the distinctive methods and writing styles, from its 

first expressions in the Homeric epics down to the Hellenistic Age. Students will read extensive 

passages of Herodotus, Thucydides, Xenophon, and Polybius. They will also learn Athenian 

local historiography, by reading the so-called fragmentary historians whose works are preserved 

only through quotations by other surviving authors.  

 

CLAS 708: Roman Historiography 

This course will concentrate on Tacitus’ works—masterpieces of stylistic innovation which 

combine the pointed wit of Tacitus’ imperial predecessors with the lofty poetry of Vergil and 

Horace. Some time will be spent on Tacitus’ political and cultural milieu, but most attention will 

be given to interpreting Tacitus' complex and highly crafted narratives, with particular attention 

to his prose style. The course ends with an effort to synthesize Tacitus’ efforts into the overall 

development of Roman historical writing. 

 

CLAS 709: The Greek Philosophers 

 

To develop the analytic and constructive skills of the students, this course will closely examine 

selected works of Plato and Aristotle—the two most renowned philosophers of Classical 

antiquity. Topics to be treated include the metaphysics, psychology, theology, epistemology, and 

politics in these works and their impacts on the history of ideas. 
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CLAS 711: Mythology in Graeco-Roman Antiquity 

This course explores the cultural, literary and artistic sources of myths; definitions, functions (as 

modes of entertainment, of explanation and justification); and modern theories of myths 

(naturalist, ritualist, charter, etiological, structuralist theories, etc). It also looks at the humanistic 

qualities of myth; ancient attitudes to myths, and the relationship between myth, religion, and 

symbolism; between myth, society, and politics. 

CLAS 712: Lucretius 

 

This course offers an opportunity to explore Lucretius’ On the Nature of the Universe, one of the 

most brilliant and powerful poems in Latin literature, a passionate attempt at dispelling 

humanity's fear of death and God and a detailed exposition of Epicurean philosophy. The course 

examines Lucretius’ universal narrative, and provides a comprehensive critique of the extensive 

range of topics contained in the work: the cosmos, religion, astronomy, the natural world, the rise 

of western civilization, the mind, sensation, and love. 

CLAS 713: The Greeks & Romans on the Good Life 

The ancient Greeks and Romans considered the question of how best to live fundamental for 

everyone, regardless of status or prospects in life. A body of ancient texts—in philosophy, 

various genres of literature, and history—address this issue. Central to the issue is a conflict 

about whether human experience (favoured by most Romans) and logical thinking (favoured by 

most Greeks), contribute more significantly to the Good Life. This course will examine major 

works on what is involved in the idea of the good life: Plato, Aristotle, the Greek dramatists, and 

Isocrates, on the Greek side; and Plautus, Terence, Cicero, Horace and Seneca, on the Roman 

side. 

CLAS 714: Women & Gender in Graeco-Roman Antiquity 

This course attempts to provide historical understanding of the social construction of women, 

and of the views on gender and social norms in the ancient world.  Readings are drawn from a 

wide range of authors including Homer, Aeschylus, Euripides, Aristophanes, Xenophon, Plato, 

Menander, Vergil, Livy, Tacitus, Seneca, and Perpetua. One of the themes of this course will be 

an examination of women as the center of the household in both Greece and Rome and how this 

relates to their presentation as victims, as promulgators of violence, or as manipulators of men in 

powers. 

 

YEAR TWO 

 

CLAS 710: Seminar l 

 

By the middle of the first semester of Year Two, the student is expected to present a seminar on 

the thesis proposal of 15-20 pages of text, including chapter outlines, backed with scholarly 

bibliography. The proposal is not meant to present firm conclusions, only an outline of the body 

of material to be addressed, the issues involved, and the primary methodologies that the student 
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intends to adopt, with some discussion of anticipated problems and potential solutions. Above 

all, the student must demonstrate an ability to think and speak about the topic reflectively and 

spontaneously. The student must have submitted the paper to his/her supervisor(s) for review 

before the presentation. 

 

CLAS 720: Seminar ll: Experiential Learning 

 

The student will spend YEAR TWO in advanced studies in Classical Greek and Latin, to develop 

a thorough command of these languages in reading and writing, to be able to conduct 

independent professional research in Classical Latin and Greek. This course will emphasise close 

reading, careful translation and interpretation of primary texts in Classical Latin and Greek 

History, Literature, and Philosophy. These texts are to be prescribed by faculty specialists in 

these areas. To advance to the thesis writing stage, the student is required to pass a two-part 

seminar presentation, one for Greek and one for Latin, demonstrating scholarly research in 

Classics based on reading, translating, and interpreting the primary texts prescribed, on issues of 

scholarly interest or debate and of the student’s own research interest. 

 

YEAR THREE 

 

CLAS 730: Seminar lll 

 

The student shall give a seminar presentation in Year Three, second semester. The presentation 

will be expected to indicate significant progress since the last presentation; it must also indicate 

scholarly familiarity with primary and secondary literatures, and clear and coherent articulation 

and systematic analysis of the issues that are being addressed. 

 

YEAR FOUR 

 

CLAS 740: Seminar lV 

 

By the end of the first semester in Year 4, before the thesis is submitted, the student will be 

expected to make a seminar presentation, demonstrating substantial progress since the last 

presentation, evidence that the thesis will be completed on schedule, and an acceptable and 

consistent scholarly writing, in format and style, as would be accepted for publication by a 

reputable academic press. The student must have submitted the paper to his/her supervisor(s) for 

review before the presentation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



21 
 

PhD IN PHILOSOPHY  

 

 

Admission Requirements 

 

(A)   Applicants for the PhD in Philosophy Programme shall hold: (1) a 

good BA degree in Philosophy, single or combined major, or (2) an MA or MPhil in Philosophy 

or Philosophy-related subject. 

(B) BA applicants admitted will initially enrol for coursework MA in Philosophy, each course 

examinable in terms of a research paper. The applicant must obtain GPA of 3.0 or better to 

advance to PhD candidacy. An applicant who scores between GPA of 2.0 and 3.0 may be 

awarded a terminal MA or may be advanced to a terminal MPhil. An applicant will be 

withdrawn who scores below GPA of 2.0. 

(C) All candidates for the PhD in Philosophy programme will be required to take and pass an entrance 

examination, both written and oral, and an interview.  

 

Duration 

 

The programme is normally for four years full-time or six years part-time. 

 

Graduation Requirements 

Coursework                  18-24 credits 

Seminars                        12 credits 

Thesis                             48 credits 

Total                                78-84 

 

Programme Load 

 

Year 1 

1
st
 semester: Coursework                         9-12 credits 

2
nd

 semester: Coursework                        9-12 credits 

 

Year 2 

Comprehensive Examinations 

Experiential Learning Programme (ELP) 

Seminar l (thesis proposal)        3 credits 
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Seminar ll (Report on ELP)                  3 credits 

 

Year 3 

Seminar lll (thesis progress report)              3 credits 

 

Year 4 

Seminar lV (thesis progress report)          3 credits 

Thesis                                                        48 credits 

Total Credits                                        78-84 

 

PHIL 700: Thesis                                            48 

PHIL 710: Seminar l   (Yr. 2)        3 

PHIL 720: Seminar ll  (Yr. 2)        3 

PHIL 730: Seminar lll (Yr. 3)        3 

PHIL 740: Seminar IV (Yr. 4)   3 

 

1
st
 Semester Core Courses

3
 

 

Course Code Course Title Credits 

PHIL 701 Advanced Research Methods l 3 

PHIL 703 Advanced Research Methods ll 3 

 

1
st
 Semester Electives* 

Course Code Course Title Credits 

PHIL 705 Philosophical Issues in Development 3 

PHIL 707 Global Justice 3 

PHIL 709 Environmental Ethics 3 

PHIL 711 Philosophy of Perception 3 

PHIL 713 The Linguistic Turn 3 

PHIL 715 Philosophy of Technology 3 

PHIL 717 The Philosophy of Life and Death 3 

 

2
nd

 Semester Core courses 

Course Code Course Title Credits 

PHIL 702 Selected Text/Author 3 

PHIL 704 Selected Text/Author 3 

 

2
nd

 Semester Electives 

Course 

Code 

Course Title Credits 

PHIL 706 Issues in Philosophy of Culture 3 

                                                           
3
 When available, a maximum of two three-credit College- and/or School-wide courses 

will add to the core courses to give a total of 9 credits a semester, thereby limiting the 
options for electives to one course a semester.   
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PHIL 708 Ethics of International Development 3 

PHIL 712 Medieval Philosophy 3 

PHIL 714 Further topics in Philosophy of Mind 3 

PHIL 716 Contemporary Issues in Epistemology 3 

 

*Electives: For each semester, a student may choose one elective from Level 300, 400 or 600.
 4

  

 

Description of Courses 

 

PHIL 700: Thesis 

 

This provides the student with an opportunity to do independent research and to write a thesis on 

a topic of his/her interest in Philosophy. The student chooses the topic in consultation with a 

supervising instructor. By the end of the statutory duration of study, the student will be expected 

to have produced a thesis that, in content, style, and format meets international standards of 

research and scholarship. 

 

PHIL 701: Advanced Research Methods l 

 

This course aims at equipping students with the essential mechanics for conducting and 

presenting research work. This addresses such issues in thesis preparation as: how to design a 

suitable title, search for relevant data, construct a thesis proposal and an abstract, cite references, 

do literature review, and footnote. It also addresses the issue of how to develop the analytic 

components of the thesis topic in order to logically structure a thesis to produce appropriate and 

coherent divisions (chapters and sections). 

 

PHIL 702: Selected Text/Author 

 

This is a guided study in the application of research methods to the study of a significant 

philosophical text or author in Analytic Philosophy. The principal objective of this course is to 

sharpen and reinforce, by practice, understanding of the tools of conceptual analysis in order to 

develop a critical attitude towards clarity, precision, and rigour in the use of language. 

 

PHIL 703: Advanced Research Methods ll 

 

This focuses on developing critical and analytical thinking and is designed to help students 

identify rhetorical ploys and fallacies; understand and successfully apply deductive inferencing 

and inductive argumentation; distinguish between truth, knowledge and belief; achieve clarity 

and coherence; avoid verbiage and irrelevancies; and be able to construct, identify, and assess 

various species of deductive and inductive arguments.  

 

 

 

 

                                                           
4 Subject to note (1) above, students may, in each semester, choose only one elective 
at any of the levels specified, according to the student’s needs. 
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PHIL 704: Selected Text/Author 

 

This is a guided study in the application of research methods to the study of a significant 

philosophical text or author in an area other than Analytic Philosophy. The principal objective of 

this course is to sharpen and reinforce, by practice, understanding of the principles of 

investigation, key concepts, and tools of analysis being studied in the Advanced Research 

Methods course. 

 

PHIL 705: Philosophical Issues in Development 
 

The course will inquire into the major theories of development and the philosophical 

assumptions underlying them. It will investigate the effects of their application on the African 

continent and encourage students to reflect on the theories and foster an interest in exploring 

alternative theoretical perspectives that would work best for Africa’s development. The course 

will also highlight debates about factors of development, including the roles of Europe and 

Africa in Africa’s underdevelopment, African traditional ethical practices, geography, 

biogeography, history, and the issue of paradigm. 

 

PHIL 706: Issues in Philosophy of Culture 

 

The course examines, among other things, the relationship between culture and politics, identity, 

development, and globalization. In exploring these themes, attention will be given to issues such 

as the distinction between traditionalism and modernism; cultural universalism and relativism; 

the question of the incommensurability of value and belief systems; ethnocentrism; and the 

meaning and possibility of cultural identity. 

 

PHIL 707: Global Justice 
 

This course aims to expose students to some of the critical elements in the current literature on 

the idea of global justice as it has occupied African social and political philosophers and political 

commentators in the post-colonial era. Students will be encouraged to access recent seminal 

contributions to the debates about cosmopolitanism, politics of identity, multiculturalism, ‘meta-

nationality’ and nationalism, ethnic conflict, and global authority. The course will also critique 

current theories of nationhood and democracy, nation building, the concepts of self-

determination in the aftermath of the Negritude movement, pan-Africanism and its critics. 

 

PHIL 708: Ethics of International Development 

 

This course treats from various moral standpoints and frameworks the notion of sustainable 

development, the terms of various international partnerships including those for health (IPHs), 

the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunisation (GAVI), venture capitalism (NEPAD), 

vested interests and aid in the relationship between economically rich and poor countries, duty of 

care in the international arena, the advisability of delinking universal rights and global 

responsibilities, political obligation to help the needy, and the implications of extreme poverty on 

global policy decisions.   
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PHIL 709 Environmental Ethics  

This course attempts to address issues such as the following. What is the moral status of the 

natural world and the non-human entities within it? What justifies a moral consideration of the 

ecology? What would it mean for us as moral agents to give this consideration? Are moral duties 

owed to individuals within a species, to a species as a whole, to ecosystems, and to urban 

environments? Do our moral obligations depend upon the environment having value for us? 

What is the relationship between environmental ethics and sustainable economic development? 

 

PHIL 710: Seminar l 

By the end of the first semester of Year Two, the student is expected to present a seminar on the 

thesis proposal of 15-20 pages of text, including chapter outlines, backed with scholarly 

bibliography. The proposal is not meant to present firm conclusions, only an outline of the body 

of material to be addressed, the issues involved, and the primary methodologies that the student 

intends to adopt, with some discussion of anticipated problems and potential solutions. Above 

all, the student must demonstrate an ability to think and speak about the topic reflectively and 

spontaneously. The student must have submitted the paper to his/her supervisor(s) for review 

before the presentation. 

 

PHIL 711: Philosophy of Perception 

This is a comprehensive study of learning theory, with its implications for the theory of empirical 

knowledge. The course will analyse the metaphysics of representation generally, including 

functions inherent in natural language, and the role of symbolism in a range of philosophical 

arenas as varied as the rationale for religious doctrine, the dynamics of democratic governance, 

and the nature of mathematical truth. 

PHIL 712: Medieval Philosophy 

This course exposes students to the Christian, Islamic and Jewish traditions of the Middle Ages 

expressed in the work of St. Augustine, St. Aquinas, William of Ockham, Al Farabi, Avicenna, 

Averroes, Moses, Maimonides and Ibn Khaldun. Scholastic adaptations of Platonic and 

Aristotelian methods are applied to study the existence and attributes of God, truth, divine 

illumination, the problem of universals and of individuation, the soul, salvation, sin, the problem 

of free will and of evil, the state, and history. 

PHIL 713: The Linguistic Turn 

This course studies the impacts of philosophy on many fields of discourse: linguistics, physics, 

neurological research, bio-ethics, theology, computer modelling of events, international affairs, 

jurisprudence, forensics, as these concern the nature of reason, the essence of social 

responsibility, the metaphysics of personhood, the meaning of life.  Coverage extends to in-depth 

study of some subset of the following: the later work of Wittgenstein, A. J. Ayer on Russell and 

Frege, the work of Richard Bernstein, Hilary Putnam, W.V.O. Quine, Richard Rorty, Saul 

Kripke and Thomas Nagel.   
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PHIL 714:  Further Topics in Philosophy of Mind 

This course discusses philosophical issues in the new developments in the cognitive sciences. It 

focuses on the nature of the mind, the concept of consciousness, what the relation is between 

consciousness and brain processes, the foundations of knowledge in perceptual experience, 

computational models in artificial intelligence in the development of proof theory. Beyond the 

study of different models of the mind such as functionalism, topic-neutral monism, identity 

theory, reductionism, epiphenomenalism, varieties of dualism, the course will also discuss 

important methods in philosophical analysis since Gilbert Ryle.  

 

PHIL 715: Philosophy of Technology 

This course will look at some of the early speculations about the nature of technology, beginning 

with Martin Heidegger, Jacques Ellul, and Lewis Mumford. But the main focus will be on 

modern conceptions of technology and its relation to societies. 

 

PHIL 716: Contemporary Issues in Epistemology 

This course will focus on contemporary responses to classical problems in epistemology, 

including issues of justification (foundationalism, coherentism, contextualism, and infinitism), 

induction (Hume’s problem and Goodman’s new riddle), naturalized epistemology, perception, 

and scepticism. 

PHIL 717: The Philosophy of Life and Death 

This course discusses conflicting definitions of human life and personhood, interpretations of the 

phenomena of death, empirical and metaphysical conceptions of personhood and individuated 

reincarnation, in light of new medical technologies. The expansion of technological capacity to 

intervene in natural processes impacts on our intuitions and the received moral controversies 

about euthanasia, quality of life, self-determination, the right to die, eugenics, abortion, personal 

survival and reincarnation, divine will, distributive justice, survival assistance. The course 

addresses philosophical literature that straddles religion, psychology, anthropology, bio-

engineering, and bio-ethics. 

 

PHIL 720: Seminar ll: Experiential Learning & Report 

In Year 2, the student would be required to engage in an experiential learning project, to be 

designed or chosen jointly by him/her and supervisors, to enable the student develop professional 

aptitude and competence that meets international standards of research and scholarship. The 

student would then be required to report in a seminar on the Experiential Learning, 

demonstrating proficiency in the application of the tools and procedures of research and 

scholarship. 

 

 

CLAS 730: Seminar lll 

The student shall give a seminar presentation in Year Three. The presentation will be expected to 

indicate significant progress since the last presentation; it must also indicate scholarly familiarity 
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with primary and secondary literatures, and clear and coherent articulation and systematic 

analysis of the issues that are being addressed. 

 

CLAS 740: Seminar lV 

 

By the end of the first semester in Year Four, before the thesis is submitted, the student will be 

expected to make a seminar presentation, demonstrating substantial progress since the last 

presentation, evidence that the thesis will be completed on schedule, and an acceptable and 

consistent scholarly writing, in format and style, as would be accepted for publication by a 

reputable academic press. The student must have submitted the paper to his/her supervisor(s) for 

review before the presentation. 
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DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY PROGRAMME IN HISTORY 

1.0 OVERVIEW 

The Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in History programme seeks to provide a platform for students 

who desire to pursue a professional career as historians. The PhD programme includes a one-

year coursework component that equips students with the analytical, conceptual and theoretical 

underpinnings of the historical field. It is further intended to enable PhD students carry out a 

primary source research based thesis in partial fulfillment of the PhD in History. 

 

2.0 ADMISSION REQUIREMENT 

To qualify for admission into the PhD programme in History, applicants must have a relevant 

Master’s degree in history. In addition, an applicant must satisfy the following departmental 

requirements: 

 As part of the selection process, applicants must submit a writing sample and attend an 

interview 

 Applicants who possess non-history Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees shall be required to 

complete selected core courses of the MPhil. stream consistent with the applicant’s PhD 

focus of study. 

 

3.0 DURATION OF STUDY 

The minimum time for the completion of the Doctor of Philosophy degree programme shall be 

four academic years. Full time students will be required to complete the programme in four 

academic years. Part time students will be required to complete the programme in six academic 

years. All students of the History Department will be required to take a mandatory 81 credits to 

graduate. 

 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENT 

 Course work - 24 credits 

 Seminars - 12credits 

 Thesis  - 45 credits 

 Total  - 81 credits 

 

4.0 PROGRAMME STRUCTURE 

 

YEAR ONE: FIRST SEMESTER 

Students shall take FSSP 701, Two core courses and One elective course 

Course Code Course Title Credits 

Core courses 

FSSP 701 Philosophy of the Social Sciences 3 

HIST 703 Theory and Methods in History 3 

HIST 705 Advanced African Historiography 3 

Elective courses 

Select a maximum of three (3) electives 

HIST 707 Comparative History and Historiography of Mining in West and 

Southern Africa 

3 

HIST 709 Global Economic History 3 
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HIST 711 Approaches to Social and Cultural History 3 

HIST 713 Diasporan History 3 

HIST 715 Gender History 3 

HIST 717 Colonialism and Colonial Cultures 3 

 

 

 

YEAR ONE: SECOND SEMESTER 

Students shall take FSSP 702, Twocore courses and Oneelective course 

Course Code Course Title Credits 

Core courses 

FSSP 702 Qualitative Research Methods 3 

HIST 704 Historical Inquiry and Writing 3 

HIST 706 African History: New Sources and Directions 3 

Elective courses 

HIST 708 The Labour History of sub-Saharan Africa, 1874–1957 3 

HIST 712 Business History 3 

HIST 714 Race and Ethnicity 3 

HIST 716 Environment, Health and Disease in African History 3 

HIST 718 Nationalism and Postcolony 3 

HIST 722 Political and Social Movements and Global Discontent 3 

 

SEMINARS AND THESIS 

An independent PhD thesis must be submitted for evaluation in the final year of study, that is, 

Year 4. In addition, PhD students are required to do a minimum of four seminars during the 

period of their study. 

 

 

YEAR TWO 

Course Code Course Title Credits 

HIST 710 Seminar 1: Thesis Proposal 3 

HIST 720 Seminar 2: Report on Experiential Learning 3 

Total Credits  6 

 

 

YEAR THREE 

Course Code Course Title Credits 

HIST 730 Seminar 3: Research Progress 3 

Total Credits  3 

 

 

YEAR FOUR 

Course Code Course Title Credits 

HIST 740 Seminar 4: Preliminary Research Findings 3 

HIST 700 Thesis 45 

Total Credits  48 
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5.0 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 

FSSP 701: PHILOSOPHY OF THE SOCIAL SCIENCES (3 credits) 

This course aims at exposing and deepening doctoral students understanding of the 

epistemological underpinnings of social science research. It focuses on social and natural 

sciences, causal relationship, social laws, and ontological significance of structure and agency. It 

also seeks to elucidate the nature of scientific inquiry such as observational procedures, patterns 

of argument, metaphysical pre-suppositions, and evaluate the grounds for their validity. Students 

will also be exposed to contemporary social science explanatory frameworks such as realism, 

post-modernism and post structuralism. The course enables students to undertake independent 

projects with a critical focus on the epistemological assumptions underlying their research. 

 

FSSP 702: QUALITATIVE RESEARCH METHODS (3 credits) 

The purpose of this course is to encourage students to develop a greater awareness of the 

qualitative methods employed in the social sciences, and specifically in history. The main 

emphasis will be textual criticism and the collection of oral histories and traditions through 

interviews. The course will expose students to changes in historical methodology, and 

contemporary controversies over methodological issues. Due to the interdisciplinary nature of 

historical research, students will also gain some insight into the methods more typically applied 

in other social sciences. Ultimately, this course offers students greater insight into the 

methodological foundations of the historical discipline. 

 

HIST 700: THESIS 

Students will be required to produce a thesis by the end of the fourth year in line with the 

requirements of the School of Graduate Studies. 

 

HIST 703:THEORY AND METHODS IN HISTORY (3 credits) 

This course aims to equip graduate students with current and pertinent theoretical frameworks 

needed to write history. This course will examine the reorientation of history as a science, the 

theories of the Annales School and of total history, the rise of social history, historical sociology 

and World System analysis, postcolonial theory, gender and history of the marginalized, oral 

history, collective memory and national identity.  

 

HIST 704: HISTORICAL INQUIRY AND WRITING (3 credits)  

This course is crafted as a sequel to “Theory and Methods in History.” It is designed to give 

students the opportunity to apply theories/methods to actual historical inquiry and writing. 

Additionally, students will learn and practice the art of writing proposals, proper citation 

methods and preparing a manuscript for publication.  

 

 

 

HIST 705: ADVANCED AFRICAN HISTORIOGRAPHY (3 credits) 

This course will utilize the most current publications on the history of Africa to explore the wide-

ranging theoretical and methodological underpinnings of the immense Africanist historical 

literature that has tackled diverse and complicated, yet overlapping and interdependent questions 

of power, agency, exploitation, and knowledge production over the past two decades.  
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HIST 706: AFRICAN HISTORY: NEW SOURCES AND DIRECTIONS (3 credits) 

This course will utilize a variety of secondary and primary sources to explore current 

historiographical issues such as the main bodies of evidence utilized by historians of Africa, the 

great achievements of historians of Africa over the last fifty years, their scholarly environment 

and the important questions facing historians of Africa today.  

 

HIST 707: COMPARATIVE HISTORY AND HISTORIOGRAPHY OF MINING IN 

WEST AND SOUTHERN AFRICA (3 credits) 

This course will examine and compare the histories and historiographies of western and southern 

African mining in order to illuminate the various approaches, concerns, emphasis and omissions 

over time of these respective bodies of work and the shifting contexts in which scholars of 

mining in Africa have produced this knowledge.  Although the course features mining as a 

common thread, the readings will prompt the student to explore class, gender, ethnicity, 

colonialism and nationalism, inter alia, as well as their various intersections.   

 

HIST 708: THE LABOUR HISTORY OF SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA, 1874 – 1957 (3 

credits)   

The course will contrast, through pairs of modules, the broad African experience of free and 

unfreelabour in pre-colonial and colonial Africa and seek to explore issues such appropriate 

interpretation of  the phenomenon of ‘communal labour,’ forced labour, and road labour  or other 

tasks in favour of the local infrastructure. The course will also explore the extent to which 

‘traditional custom’ was manipulated by the colonial powers? And what became of colonial 

practices after the installation of the first autonomous governments of Africa after 1951.  

 

HIST 709: GLOBAL ECONOMIC HISTORY (3 credits) 

This course will focus on the development of the global economy since about 1400, with an 

emphasis on long-distance connections and comparisons between various regions and nations. It 

will examine key topics in economic history, including growth, development, production, 

consumption, trade, finance, and business strategy. The seminar also offers students insight into 

the relationships between economic history and social and cultural history, and situates economic 

activity within power structures determined by politics, law, diplomacy, and coercion. 

 

HISTORY 711: APPROACHES TO SOCIAL AND CULTURAL HISTORY (3 credits) 

This course will examine the concepts and approaches employed in the study of social and 

cultural history, and how these have changed over time. The focus will be on studying 

groundbreaking empirical works in the field, but there will also be more explicit discussions of 

theory, methodology, and historiography. 

 

HIST 712: BUSINESS HISTORY (3 credits) 

This course provides an in-depth examination of the approaches, methods, and findings of 

business historians. The first part of the course will focus on providing an overview of the field 

and its conceptual and theoretical foundations. The second part features studies of individual 

entrepreneurs, firms, business sectors, or national business systems. The third and final section of 

the course offers comparative and transnational perspectives on business history.  
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HIST 713: DIASPORAN HISTORY (3 credits) 

This course will utilize a variety of secondary and primary sources to explore the evolution, 

construction, and historical import of the African diaspora; the circum-Atlantic circuits of 

people, ideas and cultures; the intellectual foundations of the diaspora; paradigms of the African 

diaspora; the dynamics of “diasporaness”; continuities, discontinuities, and transformations in 

the diaspora; and the relationships between diaspora and identity formation, resistance, race and 

nation. 

 

HIST 714: RACE AND ETHNICITY (3 credits) 

This course will cover the historical role of ethnicity and race in a variety of states. In particular 

it will cover the role played by the state in forming ethnic and racial boundaries in a number of 

societies including Russia, the USSR, the US, South Africa, and Israel. Particular attention will 

paid to the process by which regimes have transformed ethnic categories into racial ones. The 

course will cover the last several centuries, but will concentrate on the twentieth century.  

 

HIST 715: GENDER HISTORY (3 credits) 

This seminar course broadly investigates gender as a category of identity and analysis to explore 

how different societies have historically defined and preserved the categories of “man” and 

“woman.” Drawing mainly on literature from sub-Saharan Africa, the course asks how African 

contexts challenge conventional conceptualizations of gender. It examines key aspects of 

personhood in African societies, including the colonial legacy, reproduction, women’s rights, 

sexuality and AIDS. The course also underscores the importance of gender to political and 

economic approaches to history, while introducing students to key debates in gender history and 

theory. 

 

HIST 716: ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH AND DISEASE IN AFRICAN HISTORY (3 

credits)  

This course will explore the history of health, disease and healing within the larger picture of 

changing African societies, cultures, and environment. It will also explore the challenges 

Africans have faced epidemiologically, and their physiological, cultural, and scientific 

adaptations and innovations that have enabled them survive in their environments.  

 

HIST 717: Colonialism and Colonial Cultures (3 credits) 

This course will utilize a variety of secondary and primary sources to explore a number of 

important and interrelated themes in the colonial encounter in Africa such as resistance and 

collaboration; labour, work regimes and cash economies; labour migration; commodities; 

invention of ethnicity and “tribe”, chiefs and indirect rule; African soldiers; colonial 

“knowledge” production, maps, surveys and censuses; missionary encounters; Christianity and 

conversion; colonial education; class formation; customary law; marriage; gender and 

domesticity; colonial medicine and disease; hybridity and race; print culture; popular culture and 

youth and youth cultures etc. 

 

HIST 718: NATIONALITY AND POSTCOLONY (3 credits) 

This course will utilize a variety of secondary and primary sources to explore colonial and 

postcolonial issues, including the hegemony of colonial and imperial “knowledges”; cultural 

legacy of colonialism; national historiographies and theories of nationalism; postmodern 

intellectual discourse and the postcolony; development of subaltern discourses; ideological 
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influences on nationalism; Pan-Africanism and the Africanist tradition; representations of the 

heterogeneity of postcolonial experiences; and power, autonomy, ethnicity and national identity. 

 

HIST 720: POLITICAL AND SOCIAL MOVEMENTS AND GLOBAL DISCONTENT (3 

credits)    

This course explores global discontent and the movements it generated, such as social 

movements, student movements, women’s movements, and anti-colonial movements in the 

twentieth century. This course may be of interest to graduate students pursuing fields in colonial 

studies, social movements, civil society, gender studies, and Africana studies. Students will have 

the opportunity to familiarize themselves with, and seek to understand ideas such as colonialism, 

imperialism, feminism, and revolution. This sojourn through time involves being acquainted with 

personalities who gave thought and voice to the above ideas, as well as knowing the historical 

context within which these ideas were conceived. 

 

6.0 DOCTORAL SEMINAR SERIES 

 

Four seminars will be held after students have written examinations and obtained: (a) pass grades 

for required taught courses and (b) required grade for comprehensive examination. The seminars 

will provide opportunities for students to discuss their thesis research and the integration of their 

coursework with their thesis. Between these student presentations, faculty will provide lectures/ 

presentations and guest speakers will be invited to present on topical issues relevant to history to 

promote active intellectual dialogue among students and faculty. 

 

HIST 710:SEMINAR 1: THESIS PROPOSAL 

Prior to proceeding on primary source collection for their thesis, students will present their 

proposals during the early part of their second year and receive feedback from faculty and peers. 

 

HIST 720: SEMINAR 2: REPORT ON EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING 

This second seminar will be a presentation of a report on research attachment undertaken by the 

student during the second year.Activities under the Internship/experiential learning programme 

which students shall undertake include the following:  

 

 Collection of archival and oral sources under rigorous supervision of Principal Supervisor 

from which students are expected to present 2 seminar papers in the year on a topic 

relevant to their thesis area. 

 Production of a publishable paper in a peer reviewed journal i.e. Transactions of the 

Historical Society of Ghana to be graded and the results submitted to the School of 

Graduate Studies. 

HIST 730: RESEARCH PROGRESS 

 

The third seminar is designed to give an opportunity to students to present a report on their 

preliminary findings. It is designed to provide on-going feedback and support to students in the 

development of their research and thesis write-up. 
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HIST 740: PRELIMINARY RESEARCH FINDINGS 

 

The fourth seminar is a presentation on the student’s final work. It is designed to provide 

feedback and continued support to students as they prepare for final submission of their work 

and the viva voce. 

  



35 
 

DEPARTMENT FOR THE STUDY OF RELIGIONS 

 

PH.D PROGRAMME 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The programme is introduced to enable PhD students to be sufficiently rooted in the classical and 

contemporary theories and approaches to religious studies and theology under the guidance of 

senior scholars. It is designed to equip students with the appropriate expertise to contribute to 

high level academic discourses  in the various branches of religious studies and theology through 

research and writing. The programme offers five areas of specialization: Biblical Studies, Church 

History and Missions,  History of Religion,  Islamic Studies and  Philosophy of Religion and 

Theology. 

 

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

Only persons with a degree in the Study of Religions / Religious Studies or Theology may apply. 

A. Candidates applying with a first degree 

a. Candidates with a good first degree may apply for admission into a PhD 

programme. 

b. The first degree holder applicants will be given conditional admission letters by the 

School of Graduate Studies. 

c. They shall take prescribed courses (level 600 courses) in the first year 

d. On completion of the level 600 courses, candidates will be assessed, and may 

progress into PhD depending on performance. 

e. Candidates who are not able to progress into PhD will undertake their M Phil thesis 

research and on successful completion, will be awarded an M Phil degree. 

f. Candidates who progress into PhD will be given conditional admission into the PhD 

programme. They shall take level 700 courses and continue to fulfill the 

requirements as outlined in section B. 

g. Candidates who are unable to meet the criteria for research degree may be offered 

the option to undertake an MA/MSc. dissertation. 

B. Candidates applying with a master’s degree 

 (e.g MA/MSc/MPH/MBA/MPhil) 

a. Candidates with a master’s degree may apply into a PhD programme. 

b. Such candidates will be given conditional admission letters by the School of 

Graduate Studies. 

c. They shall take prescribed courses (level 700 courses) in Year 1 as well as “make-

up-courses”, as necessary, in years 1 and 2. 

d. Candidates will be assessed on successful completion of the prescribed courses, and 

may progress to the PhD depending on performance. 



36 
 

e. Candidates who qualify to progress to PhD will be admitted to the PhD programme. 

f. Candidates who are unable to meet the criteria may be offered the option to do an 

MPhil, in which case, they shall proceed to undertake an MPhil thesis research. 

 

DEPARTMENTAL REQUIREMENTS 

All candidates who enroll for a PhD in the Study of Religions will be expected to acquire a 

working knowledge of one modern language, e.g.: French, German, Arabic, Spanish, etc. as well 

as proficiency in one Ghanaian language of their choice. Evidence of this shall be required for a 

candidate to proceed to the thesis stage of the Programme. Candidates may access courses on the 

above listed languages at the following Departments: French, Modern Languages, and 

Linguistics.  

Students specializing in Biblical Studies must have studied the appropriate biblical languages up 

to the advanced level. 

 

Students specializing in Islamic Studies are required to be proficient in the Arabic language. 

Those without the appropriate level knowledge of Arabic will be required  to take a relevant  

three credit course in  Arabic from the Department of Modern Languages.  

 

All applicants shall subject themselves to selection procedures that include entrance 

examinations and interviews. 

 

DURATION 

The normal duration for the completion of a PhD degree in the Study of Religions shall be four 

academic years for full time students and six academic years for part time students.  

 

REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION 

Candidates are required to pass all core courses as well as the relevant elective courses. They 

must also meet the mandatory credit requirements as follows:  

 

Course Work      - 18 – 24 credits 

Four (4) Seminars (3 credits each)   -  12 credits 

Thesis       -   45 credits 

Total       - 75 – 81 credits 
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PROGRAMME STRUCTURE 

 

YEAR ONE*
5
 

 

BIBLICAL STUDIES OPTION 

 

FIRST SEMESTER CORE 

COURSE CODE  TITLE CREDITS         

ARTS 701 Philosophical Foundations of the Humanities          3 

SREL 721   Theoretical and Conceptual Issues in the Study 

of Religions 

         3 

SREL 707 Contemporary Theories of Biblical 

Interpretation 

         3 

 

 

FIRST SEMESTER ELECTIVE 

COURSE CODE TITLE CREDITS 

SREL 705        Classical Historians of Religion            3 

SREL 711        Theological Contexts and Methods            3 

SREL 717 Contemporary Issues in Biblical Theology            3 

SREL 719 Gender Issues in Islam             3 

 

 

SECOND SEMESTER CORE 

COURSE CODE TITLE CREDITS         

SREL 722   Quantitative Research Methods          3 

SREL 708 African Biblical Hermeneutics          3 

 

 

SECOND SEMESTER ELECTIVE   

COURSE CODE TITLE CREDITS 

SREL 704    Contemporary Historians of Religion             3 

SREL 712 Approaches, Themes and Issues in African 

Theology  

           3 

SREL 718 Biblical Exegesis               3 

SREL 724 Islam and Development             3                             

 

 

YEARS 2-4 

 

SEMINARS/THESIS  

COURSE CODE SEMINARS/THESIS CREDIT 

SREL 710 Seminar 1 (Research Proposal)         3 

                                                           
*

5
 In consultation with the Head of Department and their supervisors, students shall choose the electives appropriate 

for their research. Where necessary, a student shall choose not more than two courses of three credits each from 

level 600 and not more than one course of three credits from level 400 or level 300 as an elective. 
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SREL 720 Seminar 2 (Experiential Learning & Report)          3 

SREL 730   Seminar 3 (Thesis Progress Report)         3 

SREL 750 Seminar 4 (Provisional Thesis Findings 

Report) 

        3 

SREL 700 Thesis         45 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH HISTORY AND MISSIONS OPTION 

 

FIRST SEMESTER CORE 

COURSE CODE TITLE CREDITS 

ARTS 701 Philosophical Foundations of the Humanities          3 

SREL 721  Theoretical and Conceptual Issues in the Study 

of Religions 

         3 

SREL 715 Church Historiography          3 

 

 

FIRST SEMESTER ELECTIVE 

COURSE CODE TITLE CREDITS 

SREL 705        Classical Historians of Religion            3 

SREL 711        Theological Contexts and Methods            3 

SREL 717 Contemporary Issues in Biblical Theology            3 

SREL 719 Gender Issues in Islam             3 

 

 

SECOND SEMESTER CORE 

COURSE CODE TITLE CREDITS 

SREL 722  Quantitative Research Methods           3 

SREL 726 African Church Historians           3 

 

 

SECOND SEMESTER ELECTIVE   

COURSE CODE TITLE CREDITS 

SREL 704    Contemporary Historians of Religion             3 

SREL 712 Approaches, Themes and Issues in African 

Theology  

           3 

SREL 718 Biblical Exegesis               3 

SREL 724 Islam and Development             3                             
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YEARS 2-4 

 

SEMINARS/THESIS  

COURSE CODE SEMINARS/THESIS CREDIT 

SREL 710 Seminar 1 (Research Proposal)         3 

SREL 720 Seminar 2 (Experiential Learning & Report)          3 

SREL 730   Seminar 3 (Thesis Progress Report)         3 

SREL 750 Seminar 4 (Provisional Thesis Findings 

Report) 

        3 

SREL 700 Thesis         45 

 

 

HISTORY OF RELIGION OPTION 

 

FIRST SEMESTER CORE 

COURSE CODE  TITLE CREDITS 

ARTS 701 Philosophical Foundations of the Humanities          3 

SREL 721  Theoretical and Conceptual Issues in the Study 

of Religions 

         3 

SREL 703 Theories in the Study of Religion           3 

 

 

FIRST SEMESTER ELECTIVE 

COURSE CODE TITLE CREDITS 

SREL 705        Classical Historians of Religion            3 

SREL 711        Theological Contexts and Methods            3 

SREL 717 Contemporary Issues in Biblical Theology            3 

SREL 719 Gender Issues in Islam             3 

 

 

SECOND SEMESTER CORE 

COURSE CODE TITLE CREDITS 

SREL 722  Quantitative Research Methods           3 

SREL 706   Contemporary Discourses in the Study of 

Religion in Africa  

          3 

 

 

SECOND SEMESTER ELECTIVE   

COURSE CODE TITLE CREDITS 

SREL 704    Contemporary Historians of Religion             3 

SREL 712 Approaches, Themes and Issues in African 

Theology  

           3 

SREL 718 Biblical Exegesis               3 

SREL 724 Islam and Development             3                             
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YEARS 2-4 

 

SEMINARS/THESIS  

COURSE CODE SEMINARS/THESIS CREDIT 

SREL 710 Seminar 1 (Research Proposal)         3 

SREL 720 Seminar 2 (Experiential Learning & Report)          3 

SREL 730   Seminar 3 (Thesis Progress Report)         3 

SREL 750 Seminar 4 (Provisional Thesis Findings 

Report) 

        3 

SREL 700 Thesis         45 

ISLAMIC STUDIES OPTION 

FIRST SEMESTER CORE 

COURSE CODE  TITLE CREDITS 

ARTS 701 Philosophical Foundations of the Humanities          3 

SREL 721   Theoretical and Conceptual Issues in the Study 

of Religions 

         3 

SREL 713 Conceptual and Methodological Issues in the 

Study of Islam 

         3 

 

 

FIRST SEMESTER ELECTIVE 

COURSE CODE TITLE CREDITS 

SREL 705        Classical Historians of Religion            3 

SREL 711        Theological Contexts and Methods            3 

SREL 717 Contemporary Issues in Biblical Theology            3 

SREL 719 Gender Issues in Islam             3 

 

 

SECOND SEMESTER CORE 

COURSE CODE TITLE CREDITS 

SREL 722   Quantitative Research Methods          3 

SREL 716 Islam and Politics in the Contemporary World          3 

 

 

SECOND SEMESTER ELECTIVE   

COURSE CODE TITLE CREDITS 

SREL 704    Contemporary Historians of Religion             3 

SREL 712 Approaches, Themes and Issues in African 

Theology  

           3 

SREL 718 Biblical Exegesis               3 

SREL 724 Islam and Development             3                             
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YEARS 2-4 

 

SEMINARS/THESIS  

COURSE CODE SEMINARS/THESIS CREDIT 

SREL 710 Seminar 1 (Research Proposal)         3 

SREL 720 Seminar 2 (Experiential Learning & Report)          3 

SREL 730   Seminar 3 (Thesis Progress Report)         3 

SREL 750 Seminar 4 (Provisional Thesis Findings 

Report) 

        3 

SREL 700 Thesis         45 

 

 

PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION AND THEOLOGY OPTION 

 

FIRST SEMESTER CORE 

COURSE CODE TITLE CREDITS 

ARTS 701 Philosophical Foundations of the Humanities          3 

SREL 721   Theoretical and Conceptual Issues in the Study 

of Religions 

         3 

SREL 709 Advanced Ethical Theories and Reasoning 

  

         3 

 

 

FIRST SEMESTER ELECTIVE 

COURSE CODE TITLE CREDITS 

SREL 705        Classical Historians of Religion            3 

SREL 711        Theological Contexts and Methods            3 

SREL 717 Contemporary Issues in Biblical Theology            3 

SREL 719 Gender Issues in Islam             3 

 

 

SECOND SEMESTER CORE 

COURSES CODE TITLE CREDITS 

SREL 722   Quantitative Research Methods          3 

SREL 714   Contemporary Themes and Methods of 

Philosophy of Religion 

         3 

 

 

SECOND SEMESTER ELECTIVE   

COURSE CODE TITLE CREDITS 

SREL 704    Contemporary Historians of Religion             3 

SREL 712 Approaches, Themes and Issues in African 

Theology  

           3 

SREL 718 Biblical Exegesis               3 

SREL 724 Islam and Development             3                             
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YEARS 2-4 

 

SEMINARS/THESIS  

COURSE CODE SEMINARS/THESIS CREDIT 

SREL 710 Seminar 1 (Research Proposal)         3 

SREL 720 Seminar 2 (Experiential Learning & Report)          3 

SREL 730   Seminar 3 (Thesis Progress Report)         3 

SREL 750 Seminar 4 (Provisional Thesis Findings 

Report) 

        3 

SREL 700 Thesis         45 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 

ARTS 701: PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATIONS OF THE HUMANITIES 

This course addresses the kinds of questions raised in the humanities, the characteristic 

methodologies used to pursue answers and the range of criteria applied in their assessment. The 

hermeneutic focus upon interpretation and understanding in the humanities will be contrasted 

with the objectivity and neutrality of hypothesis-testing in the social and natural sciences. 

Students will reflect upon the nature of human experience as subject matter for different kinds of 

qualitative inquiry. Other areas to be covered include oral and written knowledge traditions, 

post-colonial African critical social theories, historiography, and relativist versus universalist 

modes of assessing human values. 

 

 

SREL 703 THEORIES IN THE STUDY OF RELIGION 

This course explores key theories of religious studies and the debates they have generated in the 

disciplinary area. Issues will be considered in relation to disciplines of both emic and etic 

orientations. Some of the issues covered by the course are the links between theory and empirical 

research, the theoretical deconstruction and reconstruction of the study of religion, ethical issues 

in social research, inter-sectionality (ethnicity, gender, etc.), etc.  

 

 

SREL 704: CONTEMPORARY HISTORIANS OF RELIGION 

Within the contemporary scene, a vast array of scholars with varied views has emerged from the 

field of history of religions/religious studies, each contributing to the modern development of the 

discipline. This course involves a critical analysis of the contributions made by these scholars 

and their impact on the development of the discipline in general. Scholars to be considered will 

include Ninian Smart, John Bowker, Jan G. Platvoet, James L. Cox, Jacob Olupona, J. Z. Smith  

and Mark Taylor. 

 

SREL 705: CLASSICAL HISTORIANS OF RELIGION 

This course focuses on pioneer scholars in the modern academic study of religions. It examines 

their approaches and theoretical foundations in the early stages of the enterprise and the 

trajectories of the various schools of thought that eventually emerged to influence the various 

sub-branches of the discipline. Included in the list of scholars are: Rudolf Otto, Mircea Eliade, J. 
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M. Kitagawa, Joachim Wach, Gerardus van der Leeuw, Harold W. Turner, Wilfred Cantwell 

Smith, and J. Waardenburg. 

 

SREL 706 CONTEMPORARY DISCOURSES IN THE STUDY OF RELIGION IN 

AFRICA 

The focus of this course will be on the African response to the critical position of indigenous 

African researchers as they cross the boundaries from being the object to the subject. It will also 

consider how they have moved from or combined these two designations to their new identities 

as substantive researchers in the academy. Consequently, the course will address the critical 

issues surrounding the multiple identities of the indigenous African scholar of religion and 

his/her place in the scientific study of religion. 

SREL 707 CONTEMPORARY THEORIES OF BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION  

The course examines contemporary theories of interpretation, with particular attention to the 

enterprise of biblical interpretation. Among other considerations, the course will guide students 

to develop an understanding of the history of biblical hermeneutics, critical methodological 

issues and focus on contemporary methods such as liberation, feminist, canonical, postmodern, 

and others as may be relevant for the specific research areas of the students. 

 

SREL 708 AFRICAN BIBLICAL HERMENEUTICS 

This course aims at helping students to explore and reason out into deeper and wider 

understanding and implications of the hermeneutical stance for their areas of research. 

Contemporary thinkers on pre-colonial, colonial and post-colonial encounters of the biblical texts 

will be studied intently with the post-modern stance, particularly relevant to the African research 

methodology in cross cultural perspective. 

SREL 709 ADVANCED ETHICAL THEORIES AND REASONING 
The course covers ethical theories and moral reasoning at an advanced level. It also covers 

studies of selected philosophers whose thoughts reflect on contemporary religious thought and 

cultural realities. Key issues include ethical theories and moral reasoning at an advanced level; 

studies of selected classical, modern and contemporary religious and moral philosophers; and a 

deeper reflection on selected issues. 

 

SREL 711  THEOLOGICAL CONTEXTS AND METHODS  

This course in theological methods exposes students to issues of contexts, methods and themes in 

contemporary theological thinking. It explores the understanding of the contexts within which 

theology is set out; examines some models and methods of theology; and explores themes in 

theological thought. It covers issues such as the definitions and dimensions of contexts; 

theological models and methods in theology such as transcendental, existential, praxis, 

countercultural methods. It also surveys selected theologians identified with the methods and 

their thoughts. 

 

SREL 712 APPROACHES, THEMES AND ISSUES IN AFRICAN THEOLOGY 

This course aims at exposing candidates to the theological approaches, themes and emerging 

issues in African theologies. It is methodological in nature with an emphasis on the African 

context and the study of theology in Africa by African theologians. The course surveys themes 

that are predominant in African theologies such as pneumatology, soteriology, eschatology, 
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Christology, liberation, reconstruction and prosperity. It also examines selected issues of 

contemporary African theological concerns such as ecumenism and inter-religious dialogue, 

poverty, the environment, African culture, and syncretism. 

 

SREL 713 CONCEPTUAL AND METHODOLOGICAL ISSUES IN THE STUDY OF 

ISLAM 

The course involves the study and critique of major conceptual frameworks used to study Islam 

in contemporary societies, identifying the strength and weaknesses of the various discursive 

traditions. There is a critical evaluation of concepts such as Islam as a discursive tradition 

(Asad); the institutionalist and culturalist approaches (Gellner); and other approaches such as 

those of scholars including Fazlur Rahman,  Khaled Abou el Fadl, Sir Muhammad Iqbal, Syed 

Hussein Nasr, Amina Wadud, and others.  

 

SREL 714 CONTEMPORARY THEMES AND METHODS OF PHILOSOPHY OF 

RELIGION 

The course focuses on philosophical and theological debates of the 20
th

 century in relation to 

religion. It examines the place of religion in human life and its relation and inception with 

philosophy. It will expose students, most importantly, to philosophers and theologians of the 

second half of the twentieth century – who applied new developments in logic, hermeneutics, 

critical theory, and epistemology to mount both sophisticated defences of, and attack on, 

religious claims. Other issues to be covered in this course will be expository, critical, and 

representative of distinctive viewpoints of different methods or approaches of the study of 

religions including analytic philosophy, Wittgensteinianism, and continental philosophy.         

 

SREL 715 CHURCH HISTORIOGRAPHY 

 The integrating principle of the course is to appreciate the ideas and theories of key individual 

church historians and their approach to the writing of history.  Students will investigate the kinds 

of questions historians ask about the past, the relationship between theory and evidence in 

historical writing, and the varieties of evidence historians use to reconstruct the past. The course 

has three parts: in the first part students read and discuss a sound recent text on doing church 

history. In the second part, students examine what historians say about their craft - motivations, 

interests, training, and purposes and current historiographical approaches; and in the third part, 

the class focuses on a critical evaluation of the approaches adopted by classical and recent 

Church historians. 

SREL 716 ISLAM AND POLITICS IN THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD 

The course analyzes the various trends in Muslim political thought and practices in the 

contemporary world and highlights some Islamic political theories propounded by classical 

scholars such as Ibn Khaldun and Hassan Marwardi, and contemporary scholars such as 

Maududi and Syed Qutb. It then discusses the manifestations of these ideas in the Islamization 

process through a study of Muslim Movements such as the Muslim Brotherhood, Jamati Islam 

and ‘Boko Haram’ and the associated problems, challenges and implication for Fundamentalism, 

Democratization, and the Human rights of particularly Muslim women and  non-Muslims. 
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SREL 717    CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN BIBLICAL THEOLOGY 

This course is intended to offer students the opportunity to critically examine the problems of 

Biblical Theology, discuss contemporary issues in the sub-disciplinary area, and to sharpen their 

skills of reflecting theologically on biblical texts. It will focus on recent trends, issues and 

models of Biblical Theology; critical evaluation of theologies of the Old Testament or the New 

Testament; Diversity and unity, and the issue of the relationship between the two Testaments. 

 

SREL 718  BIBLICAL EXEGESIS 

The course aims at helping students sharpen their hermeneutical skills. Students will be assisted 

to choose a biblical text in either the Old Testament or the New Testament or a theme in their 

area of specialization and present an exegetical and theological study in class for discussion. 

They shall submit a written paper on their presentation at the end of the course for evaluation. 

 

SREL 719 GENDER ISSUES IN ISLAM 

This course addresses the issues of gender and the attempt by scholars to deconstruct the 

traditional understanding of gender roles. It deals with the different understandings and theories 

of feminism in Islam through a critical study of both Qur’anic and Hadith texts. This will be 

done through a study of the methodologies of some Muslim feminist scholars such as Amina 

Wadud, Fatima Mernissi, Asma Barlas, Riffat Hasan, Zib Mir Hussein Leila Ahmed, Sadiyya 

Shaikh and Khalid Abou el Fadl. The activities of selected Muslim Women’s Organizations and 

Movements and their impact in Muslim societies will be discussed. 

SREL 721  THEORETICAL AND CONCEPTUAL ISSUES IN THE STUDY OF 

RELIGIONS 

The course aims at guiding students on how to reflect critically about, negotiate and engage 

theoretical and conceptual issues in the academic study of religion. It involves the exploration of 

epistemological and semantic issues regarding the nature, construction, foundations and 

production of knowledge and meaning. It will further engage the theories of religion with issues 

of methodology. 

SREL 722  QUANTITATIVE RESEARCH METHODS 

This course provides students with the basic approaches and methods in quantitative research 

that are relevant for advanced research in the study of religions. It focuses on issues such as 

uncertainty and probability; random sampling and random variables as well as different 

approaches to sampling; basic descriptive statistics such as mean, median, mode, standard 

deviation; credible intervals and simple hypothesis testing; and the presentation of data in graphs 

and pie charts.  

 

SREL 724 ISLAM AND DEVELOPMENT 

The course is intended to expose students to the concept of development in Islam. It deals with 

general theories of development and emphasizes the holistic nature of the concept of 

development in Islam. One critical area to be explored is the moral underpinning of development 

and the role of human agency in achieving the fundamental aims and objectives of Islamic 

development. Other dimensions to be studied include: the role of the Islamic state, Islamic non-
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governmental and international organizations; Muslim women and development, institution of 

zakat, Islamic banking and finance; and factors that militate against development. 

SREL 726 AFRICAN CHURCH HISTORIANS 

This is a close study and critical review of the writings of selected scholars in African Church 

History. It also examines the trajectory and impact of paradigms championed by African scholars 

on African Church historiography since the middle of the Twentieth century. This is done in the 

light of the religious life and experience of Africans. Writings of scholars such as Andrew Walls, 

Lamin Sanneh, Kwame Bediako, Ogbu Kalu, Adrian Hastings and Brian Stanley shall be 

studied.  

 

SREL 710 SEMINAR 1  

Within two weeks to the end of semester one of second year, each candidate would be required 

to present his/her thesis proposal in a seminar. The presentation will be expected to explain 

clearly the issue to be investigated, the theoretical framework within which the research is 

situated, data collection and analysis techniques, literature review etc.        

 

SREL 720  SEMINAR 2  

In year two (2), each candidate would be required to engage in an experiential learning project, 

to be designed jointly by him/her and the supervisors, to enable the candidate develop further 

research skills and competence that meets international standards. Each candidate, during the last 

week of the second semester, would be required to present a report in a seminar on experiential 

learning, demonstrating proficiency in the application of tools and skills aquired on the field. 

       

SREL 730  SEMINAR 3  

Within the last two weeks to the end of semester two, third year, candidates would be required to 

give a seminar presentation on emerging themes or issues in their reaserch. The report must 

indicate significant progress since the last presentation; it must also demonstrate critical 

engagement with literature in the area of specialisation.  

 

SREL 740 SEMINAR 4    

This is the final presentation before the submission of candidate’s thesis. Candidates would be 

required to present their findings and the outlines of their concluding analysis. At this stage the 

candidate is to demonstrate mastery over key issues addressed in the thesis, and be able to 

articulate clearly his/her conclusions and justify them.  

 

DETAILS OF EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING PROGRAMME [YEAR 2] 

Candidates in the second year of the PhD programmes will engage in projects that will offer 

them the opportunity to put theories and skills they have acquired in the first year into practice. 

In addition, they will be guided to acquire specific techniques in research in the study of 

religions. This includes elaboration of research methods to be used in their PhD work. 

Candidates will be required to engage in two main activities. 

 

1. Participation in Seminars and Conferences 
Candidates will be required to participate in departmental seminars, School of Graduate Studies 

seminars, Faculty of Arts colloquium series as well as conferences and workshops organized by  

national and regional associations such as the such as the Ghana Association of Biblical Exegetes 
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(GABES), African Association for the Study of Religion (AASR). By engaging in such activities 

candidates will learn from experts and experienced practitioners in their field of study. 

Candidates will be encouraged to write and present scientific papers at these conferences either 

individually or in groups in collaboration with senior members in the Department and cognate 

Departments. 

  

 

2. Participation in Research Projects 

In addition to the general activities outlined above, candidates will be attached to on-going 

projects in the Department. In consultation with and recommendation from their supervisors, 

candidates may engage in one of the following projects: associated with the department. 

A. Faith in the City Project 

This is an on-going departmental project. It examines how religious orientation of individuals or 

groups determines the way they respond to and negotiate the social, economic, moral and 

religious development in a 21
st
 century Ghanaian city. Candidates will be actively involved in 

the data collection and analysis processes in the context of interdisciplinary research. 

 

B. Religion and Sustainability Project 

This is an ongoing project in partnership with the University of Gavle in Sweden. This project 

investigates from different perspectives how religion impacts development. Candidates on this 

project will be attached to leading professors, locally and abroad (at the University of Galve), to 

acquire the requisite skills in data collection and analysis processes using different research tools.  

C. State-Faith-based organizations Partnership for HIV/AIDS Treatment and Prevention 

in Ghana (PI: Prof. C. Omenyo) 

The last decade has seen an increasing proliferation of state-civil society partnerships for HIV 

prevention, treatment, care and support in many countries. The Ghana AIDS Commission 

(GAC), established in 2002, has increasingly engaged faith-based organizations (FBOs) in order 

to execute the national HIV/AIDS response. The project explores these relationships to 

understand the factors associated with state-civil partnerships in Ghana.    

Due to its exploratory nature, the study will use a mixed-methods design. The project will help 

candidates not only in acquiring data collection skill, but also analytic and interpretive 

competence in managing research data.  

 

D. Religions and Migration in the Nkoranza and Kintampo Districts, Brong Ahafo Region 

(PI: Prof. C. Omenyo).  

Religion provides many Ghanaians with a kind of a shield to deal with insecurity and 

uncertainties that confronts them. The study investigates how religion manifests itself among 

some migrants from Ghana to Libya. That is, how migrants engage in religion especially in 

traditional religion in their quest to travel; the specific roles religion plays in the migration 
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process and at the destinations of these migrants. Candidates shall be helped to sharpen their 

skills in interdisciplinary and trans-disciplinary approaches to the study of religion.  

 

E. New Testament Introduction Project (PI: Rev. Dr. George Ossom-Batsa) 

This project seeks to write a New Testament Introduction that takes into consideration 

contemporary developments in biblical exegesis and hermeneutics from the African perspective. 

It will help candidates acquire the skills of biblical criticism and come to terms with issues 

surrounding the reading of the Bible, especially how to engage biblical texts and contemporary 

issues. 

F. Immortality Project (PI: Rev. Dr. George Ossom-Batsa) 

The project aims at providing an understanding on how the interplay between Christianity and 

traditional culture can re-enforce belief in afterlife and consequently influence people’s 

behaviour. Candidates attached to this project will be involved in planning and executing in-

depth interviews and interpretation of primary data. They will be helped to deepen their skills in 

interdisciplinary research. 

G. Myth and Nation Building: A Religious History of Ghana (PI: Rev. Dr. Abamfo Atiemo) 

This project aims at investigating how the processes of nation building and the growth of 

Ghanaian national consciousness and identity have been influenced by stories, myths, values, 

beliefs and ideas that have come out of the various religious and religion-like historical 

developments since the colonial era. The project shall engage scholars in the field of history and 

religions such as Clifford Geertz, Adrian Hastings, Benedict Anderson, Anthony D. Smith, 

Sarbah, Meyer Fortes, J.E.K. Aggrey, Casely-Hayford, J.B. Danquah, Kwame Nkrumah, Kofi 

Busia, Adu Boahen and Max Assimeng. Thus, the project hopes to equip candidates with 

analytical and historical skills in the history of religions. 

At the end of the academic year, each candidate would be required to present a detailed written 

report on the level of his/her involvement on the selected project(s). 

 

 

COLLABORATION WITH UNIVERSITIES OUTSIDE GHANA 

The department has initiated moves of collaboration with universities in Europe, South Africa, 

America, Canada and Australia. 

 As part of the preliminary activities towards a formal relationship with the University of 

Basel, Dr. Abraham Kwakye is currently doing a one year fellowship at Basel. Areas of 

future collaboration include teaching of courses at graduate level, and M.Phil and PhD 

thesis supervision.  

 

 Discussions are far advanced between the Department and the University of Pretoria. A 

proposed MOU between the department and Pretoria has been discussed with the Deans 

of Faculty of Arts and International programs. This includes exchange of faculty for 
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teaching and supervision of graduate work. There will also be the opportunity for UG 

candidates to spend a semester or a year in Pretoria. 

 

 Efforts are also being made to initiate partnership and exchange programmes with other 

universities and institutes of research abroad: Lancaster University, Yale University, 

McGill University, and the University of Western Australia.  

 


