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DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE ARTS 

GRADUATE DEGREE PROGRAMMES 

 

MASTER OF ARTS (MA) 

MASTER OF FINE ARTS (MFA) 

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY (MPHIL)  

 

 

Introduction 
The graduate programmes in Theatre Arts enable students gain insight into theories that 

underlie theatre and media practice globally. They seek to equip students with knowledge and 

skills in theatre and media arts applications and help them explore their creativity in theatre 

arts practice. They are further envisaged to create platforms for students to share their 

concerns on societal issues through creative productions, academic research papers and 

theses. 

 

At the end of the successful completion of the programmes, the student should among other 

abilities, be able to conceive, design and produce a creative work of industry standard; 

undertake teaching up to higher education level and conduct academic research in the 

discipline; successfully manage a creative firm and professionally write critical essays and 

reviews on creative works of art.  

 

 

Admission Requirements 

 

Admission into the graduate programmes in Theatre Arts will require: 

a) A good first degree (minimum of 2
nd

 class lower division) in Theatre Arts or a related 

discipline from a recognised university.  

b) The admission process will include passing a written entrance examination and an 

interview. 

c) A minimum of two years post-qualification experience in practice and research is 

required of MFA and MPhil applicants. They will have to present for assessment a 

research/project proposal and a portfolio demonstrating rich theatre experience and 

capabilities.  

 

 

Duration of Programmes 

 

REGULAR 

Master of Arts   – 12 months 

Master of Fine Arts   – 24 months 

Master of Philosophy  – 2 years 

 

SANDWICH 

Master of Arts   – 2 years (two long vacations) 

 

Graduation Requirements 

 

Master of Arts (MA) 

Coursework  - 30 – 36 credits 

Seminar  - 3 credits 

Special Topics  - 6 credits (3 credits per semester) 

Total   - 39 – 45 credits 
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Master of Fine Arts (MFA) 

Year 1 

Coursework  - 24 – 36 credits 

Seminar  - 3 credits 

 

Year 2    

Seminar  - 3 credits 

Thesis Project  - 30 credits 

Total   - 60 – 72 credits 

 

Master of Philosophy (MPhil) 

Year 1 

Coursework  - 24 – 36 credits 

Seminar  - 3 credits 

 

Year 2    

Seminar  - 3 credits 

Thesis Project  - 30 credits 

Total   - 60 – 72 credits 

 

Structure of Programmes 
There is a common coursework for all the programmes on offer consisting of general core 

courses in both semesters and special area core courses grouped under four options for 

students to choose from based on career paths and interests. There are also general elective 

courses in each semester from which students are to choose. 

 

MFA and MPhil students have a year two in which they take an additional seminar course 

and undertake a year-long research/project leading to the writing of a thesis. 

 

 

 

 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

 

YEAR ONE: MA, MFA, MPHIL 

 

FIRST SEMESTER 

 

GENERAL CORE 

COURSE 

CODE 

TITLE CREDITS 

THEA 601   Theatre Research 3 

THEA 603 Performance Theory 3 

THEA 605 African Theatre Survey 3 

THEA 637 Special Topic I 3 

 

 

SPECIAL AREA CORE 

[student to choose courses from only one option] 

CREATIVE THEATRE 

THEA 607   Actor-Director Laboratory 3 

THEA 609 Dramatic Writing 3 
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TECHNICAL THEATRE 

THEA 611   Scenic Design as Visual Art 3 

THEA 613 Advanced Theatre Techniques 3 

 

APPLIED THEATRE 

THEA 615 Stage and Production Management 3 

THEA 617 Creative Dramatics 3 

 

MEDIA ARTS 

THEA 629 African and Diaspora Film 3 

THEA 633 Digital Media Workshop I 3 

 

 

 

GENERAL ELECTIVES 

[student to choose one or two courses] 

THEA 619 Theatre Period Studies 3 

THEA 621 Dance Theatre 3 

THEA 623 Studies in Theatre History 3 

THEA 625 Theatre and Multi-Media Installations 3 

THEA 627 Script Analysis and Dramaturgy 3 

THEA 631 The Documentary Film 3 

THEA 635 Writing for the Media 3 

 

 

 

 

SECOND SEMESTER 

 

GENERAL CORE 

THEA 602  Ghanaian Drama and Theatre 3 

THEA 638 Special Topic II 3 

THEA 642 Graduate Seminar I 3 

 

 

SPECIAL AREA CORE 

[student to choose courses from only one option] 

CREATIVE THEATRE 

THEA 604  Theatre Making Concepts 3 

THEA 606 Writing Laboratory 3 

THEA 608 Theatrical Composition and Performance 3 

 

TECHNICAL THEATRE 

THEA 612   Drafting for the Theatre 3 

THEA 614 Sound and Lights Design 3 

THEA 616 Advanced Costume and Make-Up 3 

 

APPLIED THEATRE 

THEA 618 Theatre Entrepreneurship 3 

THEA 622 Popular Theatre Practice 3 

THEA 624 Drama in Education 3 
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MEDIA ARTS 

THEA 648 Digital Media Workshop II 3 

THEA 652 Media Analysis 3 

THEA 654 Culture, Media and Society 3 

 

 

GENERAL ELECTIVES 

[student to choose one or two courses] 

THEA 626 Performing Arts Management 3 

THEA 628 Musical Theatre  3 

THEA 632 Design of Theatrical Props 3 

THEA 634 Law, Ethics and the Arts 3 

THEA 636 Issues in Theatre Practice 3 

THEA 644 Gender Issues in the Media 3 

THEA 646 Media Theory and Criticism 3 

 

 

YEAR TWO: MPHIL 

 

THEA 643 Graduate Seminar II 3 

THEA 660 Thesis 30 

 

 

YEAR TWO: MFA 

 

THEA 643 Graduate Seminar II 3 

THEA 670 Thesis Project 30 

 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 

THEA 601   Theatre Research      

This course, to be handled by a team of select faculty, will consider the possibilities and 

limitations of various quantitative and qualitative methods of theatre research, summarise 

some research examples and discuss the issues raised by each, in order to enable students to 

design and plan individual empirical research projects. Students will conduct upper-level 

research demonstrating original research and a good understanding of the field of study.  

 

 

THEA 602  Ghanaian Drama and Theatre       

This course covers Ghanaian playwrights and Ghanaian theatre as a significant part of the 

country‟s cultural history. It further explores the contribution of drama and theatre to the 

construction and deconstruction of national identity. The course will focus on the social, 

political, and aesthetic contexts of Ghanaian drama through the study of dramatic forms and 

selected texts.  

 

 

THEA 603  Performance Theory 

This course entails a broad survey of performance techniques, theatre theory and practice, 

and contextual studies of theatre in the areas of political and cultural theory from classical 
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civilisations to contemporary times. It focuses mainly on theories regarding dramatic genres 

and forms which have evolved over the years in various cultures; European, Oriental and 

African. A component of the course would require that students watch and write critiques of 

performances that are produced during the course of the semester, analysing through the 

lenses of theories discussed in class. 

 

 

 

THEA 604  Theatre Making Concepts     

This course covers the use of practical tools in theatre making from concept to final 

production with focus on the relationship between dramatic action and staging. Topics to be 

explored include dramatic composition, text analysis, spatially-oriented physical training, and 

communication. The course involves lectures and a variety of practical exercises in dramatic 

writing, performance and directing.  

 

 

 

THEA 605 African Theatre Survey 

This is an exploratory course aimed at discovering patterns of dramaturgy that may be 

observed in African theatre practice from the early twentieth century to contemporary times. 

Exemplar plays and theatre practices are selected from the various regions of Africa. The 

course explores the historical and socio-cultural determinants of theatre forms, practices and 

practitioners from Africa. Particularly it considers the impact of colonial rule and its 

influences on these theatres and subsequently the post-colonial attempts to reassert African 

aesthetic values in the theatre. It straddles the indigenous non-literary forms and the hybrid 

literary forms, comparing and contrasting them, tracing changes over time. 

 

 

 

THEA 606  Writing Laboratory 

This is a course in writing about performance in a variety of formats including reviews, 

interviews, feature articles, and critical essays. It covers various approaches to writing about 

the theatre and performance, including the works of major theatre critics and theoreticians. 

Students will develop observation skills needed to address the problems and challenges of 

writing about performance and plays. 

 

 

      

THEA 607  Actor-Director Laboratory     

This course focuses on the relationship between actors and directors in developing theatrical 

productions. It explores the collaboration between actor and director, both conceptually, 

through screenings, readings and lectures, and practically, by performing and examining 

directorial approaches and acting demands associated with particular productions.  Students 

work in teams on a variety of projects demonstrating the collaborative process. 

 

 

THEA 608 Theatrical Composition and Performance 

This course examines a diverse range of theatrical performance practices using key 

theoretical concepts in the field of performance studies. It will focus on the process of 

developing performance pieces from concept through rehearsals to final production. Theatre 

as a composite art form will be critically examined in relation to the production of a variety 

of theatrical forms. Students will create their own performance pieces, reflecting their critical 

thinking through their work. 
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THEA 609 Dramatic Writing      

This course explores the key processes in writing for the stage and other media. Students 

undertake the study of linear and nonlinear storytelling through learning to develop story 

ideas with strong dramatic situations that drive the plot. There will be writing exercises 

designed to increase facility in structuring scenes and develop dialogue that compels action. 

The course also offers study of the craft through works of selected dramatists. Students will 

be required to submit as part of the assessment an original full-length play. 

 

 

 

THEA 611 Scenic Design as Visual Art     

This course focuses on advanced study of principles and procedures of theatrical scenic 

design, construction and stage rigging. It aims at preparing students for careers in 

professional technical theatre or as scenic designers. Areas to be covered include design 

concepts and ideas; scene shop organization, construction materials, and use of specialized 

stage equipment. Students work on major departmental productions for assessment. 

 

 

THEA 612 Drafting for the Theatre      

The course aims at the development of the students skills in scenographic techniques, 

including ground plans, sections, elevations, and detail construction drawings with emphasis 

on preparing technical and design drawings for actual productions and scenic studio 

applications. Students will learn to work with latest Computer Aided Design (CAD) software 

available in the field for their design projects. 

 

 

 

THEA 613 Advanced Theatre Techniques     

This course aims at equipping students with the advanced managerial and technical skills 

normally associated with the position of professional technical director in the theatre. 

Students tackle issues concerning talent, materials, technique, time, and cost. The inter-

relations between the theatre artist and the audience in achieving a satisfactory experience are 

explored.  

 

 

THEA 614 Sound and Lights Design      

This course explores the aesthetics of dramatic stage lighting and sound design and the 

systematic approaches to the processes needed to transform design goals into an effective 

technical design. The course involves concept development and communicating the design 

idea through a variety of practical exercises. The research, analysis, engineering and 

organizational techniques required by the sound and lighting designer will be developed into 

a set of working tools and methods.  

 

 

 

THEA 615 Stage and Production Management    

This course covers the critical examination of the procedures and responsibilities of a 

theatrical stage manager. All the major aspects involved in pre-production, rehearsal period, 

technical production, and maintaining performances are discussed. This course not only 

grounds the student in the art and craft of theatrical production but also trains the playwright 
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in the visual and physical language of theatre. The course further explores areas in acting, 

directing, design, and technical theatre.  

 

 

 

THEA 616 Advanced Costume and Make-Up    

This course covers ideas for theatrical costume design and make-up focusing on pattern 

development and construction techniques used to develop 3-dimensional theatrical costumes. 

It will further develop advanced knowledge in costume production, flat patterning, draping 

techniques, design process, understanding and use of colour theory and fabric. Students 

develop an understanding of character and script analysis, theatrical composition, 

collaboration with directors, designers, actors and mastering their rendering skills.  Other 

areas of focus include advanced skills in costume technology,  jewelry-making, armour, and 

masks. 

 

 

 

THEA 617  Creative Dramatics 

This is an advanced course in creative drama with emphasis on the philosophy and techniques 

of guided drama for children in which they are offered the opportunity to practise democratic 

ideas through role-play, improvisational drama, games, etc, in order to measure themselves 

against others. This creative expression makes it possible for students to re-orient themselves 

about more humanistic approaches to education and adjust to the changing trends in the world 

of development. Students undertake projects in educational institutions under faculty 

supervision. 

 

     

THEA 618 Theatre Entrepreneurship 

This is an advanced course in theatre as a business enterprise. It examines the nature, 

functions, responsibilities and tools of the theatre entrepreneur. Key issues to be discussed 

include: national policies and industry regulations; arts administration, marketing, artistic 

direction, theatre technology, scenography, technical directing, problems of entrepreneurship 

and the role of the performing arts in the national economy. Students undertake special 

projects and assignments under faculty supervision for assessment. 

  

 

 

THEA 619 Theatre Period Studies      

This course is a survey of historical periods and design styles in theatre. The study covers 

architecture, costumes, furniture, lighting, decorations and stage scenery. It examines the 

concept and practice spanning the development in various cultures across the globe. Through 

readings and screenings, students will be required to make presentations in selected periods 

and aspect of theatre practice relevant to their area of specialisation.  

 

 

 

THEA 621  Dance Theatre       

This course examines the tools of movement and the use of abstraction as expressive 

vocabulary in the creation of theatre through dance. Topics to be discussed include   elements 

of movement and body awareness; improvisational techniques using time, space, weight, 

shape, dynamics, design, and effort as the instrument of expression; dance as a force in 

culture and society amid ethnic, social, and theatrical traditions.  
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THEA 622 Popular Theatre Practice     

The course explores the use of improvisation, storytelling, drama and theatre to explore 

complex social issues through the involvement of the community in attempt to fashion out 

solutions. Through the study of theories of community, culture, identity in relation to 

performing arts practice, students develop individual projects using various approaches to 

tackling developmental issues in selected communities through the use of theatre under 

faculty supervision.  

 

 

THEA 623  Studies in Theatre History     

This course covers major developments in the history of world theatre and drama with 

emphasis on socio-political, economic, and cultural circumstances of key productions. Topics 

to be treated include: study of major dramatists, significant periods, emergence, practice and 

principles of styles of presentation, theatre spaces and their socio-cultural contexts. 

 

 

 

THEA 624  Drama in Education      

This course is an exploration of improvised drama as a teaching method and a means of 

learning for basic school children. It covers the study of concepts and theories of drama and 

education with techniques and principles of practice through reading, discussions, screenings, 

and observation. Course involves group as well as individual projects in selected basic 

schools under faculty supervision.  

 

 

 

THEA 625  Theatre and Multi-Media Installations     

This course investigates the inter-relationship between theatre and multi-media with an 

examination of the use of electronic equipment in theatrical production. Students will study 

advanced image, audio and sound design as they relate to public space and performance art, 

and integrate sculpture, audio electronics, video and sound design software. The course will 

offer study in the techniques of radio and television theatre production.  

 

 

 

THEA 626  Performing Arts Management     

This course will examine the general issues of management and their application to the 

performing arts, particularly, in community and educational establishments.  Students will 

learn to create their own arts organization and develop an artistic and administrative plan, 

marketing including sponsorship and publicity, budget and production preparation and 

managing personnel and production facilities. 

 

 

THEA 627  Script Analysis and Dramaturgy 

The course focuses on the dramatic text analysis and dramaturgy. It will explore the 

relationship between texts, historical and cultural contexts and interpretative frameworks. It 

will examine key debates concerning such issues as national identity, core/periphery, industry 

development and cultural policy. It will also discuss factors in the representation of people in 

dramatic texts and productions generally.  
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THEA 628  Musical Theatre      

This course explores the various elements that make a musical theatre such as performance, 

movement, composition, theme, story, and character. Students will combine study in 

performance, composition, dramatic writing, directing and choreography in order to fashion 

out their individual approaches to producing a musical theatre. Through screenings and 

readings, students will analyse theories and techniques employed in the discipline.  

 

 

 

THEA 629: African and Diaspora Film  

The course offers a thoughtful inquiry into the intricate modes of production and 

relationships of African and Diaspora films. The moralist, the commercial, the cultural, the 

„self-expression,‟ and the „narcissistic intellectual‟ tendencies of African films will be 

discussed. Black American independent films; developments in both structuralist and post-

structuralist film theory; assessment of works of contemporary African and African-

American filmmakers; African-American comedy, black family film, and black action film 

will be investigated. Diaspora films from elsewhere will also be examined.  

 

 

 

THEA 631: The Documentary Film  

The course offers a thorough, down-to-earth grasp of all the ins and outs of documentary and 

fact-fiction or docudrama films from concept to completion. It will critically examine 

aesthetic and authorship, and the documentary mission. Ideas: how to find and choose them, 

conduct research, and develop them into viable stories; writing: experimenting with 

approach, developing commentary, shaping the film and the characters, creating an outline 

treatment; Special considerations: adaptations, information on rights and legalities. 

 

 

 

THEA 632  Design of Theatrical Props     

This course explores the craft of theatrical props design and creation. It aims at providing 

students with professional skills needed to mould and create props for the theatre and film 

industry. Students will study the characteristics of colour, and the use of papier mache on 

clay form, expandable polystyrene, foil, and making of plaster moulds. Other areas will 

include woodwork, upholstery, draping and metalwork. Students will be required to work on 

major productions within the department and outside. 

 

 

 

THEA 633: Digital Media Workshop I  

Within practical contexts of art making, the course covers media streaming involving video, 

audio and still images on the Web.  It will also integrate reading and writing on various 

aspects of new media within the context of art and society, including self-publishing, game 

theory, cyberspace, narrative, and interactivity. It is designed to help students acquire skills in 

multimedia design and development. It consists of lectures and practical tutorial sessions 

which provide the foundation for developing a multimedia application on a topic of 

relevance.  
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THEA 634  Law, Ethics and the Arts 

The course examines the inter-relationship between Law, Ethics and the Arts. It investigates 

how the practice of the performing arts is regulated formally and informally by the society. It 

will study the general framework of Ghana‟s legal system as it relates to the arts with focus 

on issues such as the structure and language used in contractual agreements; copyright 

abuses; libel and defamation; and censorship. It will also discuss the relevant sections of the 

national constitution and other legislative instruments like the copyright law, intellectual 

property law, broadcast law and code of ethics for media practice in Ghana.   

 

 

 

THEA 635: Writing for the Media  

This course challenges student writers to think critically about what they write as well as how 

they do it. It is a practical course comprising writing labs on ways to: identify, report and 

construct accurate and interesting articles under deadline pressure; examine procedures on 

editing, publication design, publicity; and advice on how to succeed as a freelance. Real-life 

case studies and advice from top practitioners form part of the course.  

 

     

THEA 636  Issues in Theatre Practice 

This course is designed to create platforms for areas not covered in the course offering. It will 

be offered in a combination of lectures, seminars and workshops under the direction of 

various faculty members as well as invited personalities from the industry. Its focus will be 

on emerging issues and topical developments as well as current debates within theatre 

practice locally as well as globally. 

 

 

THEA 637 Special Topic I   

This first semester‟s course offers an opportunity for individual exploration and analysis of a 

specific area of media and theatre arts relating to the principal area of concentration, under 

the guidance of faculty. Students undertake special projects of their choice but with the 

approval of the Departmental Graduate Committee. The project will be under the supervision 

of an expert from the department, collaborative institutions, and industry. The project will be 

carried out and the findings presented at a seminar in a manner appropriate to the subject area 

and conforming to guidelines instituted by the department.  

 

 

 

THEA 638 Special Topic II   

This is a follow-up course to THEA 637 in the second semester in which the student is 

required to undertake an exploration and analysis of a specific area of media and theatre arts 

relating to the principal area of concentration, under the guidance of faculty. It is similar to 

what is done in the previous semester except that the student is not allowed to undertake same 

project as previously.  

 

 

THEA 642 Graduate Seminar I      

All graduate students will be required to make seminar presentations on approved topics of 

students own choice within the discipline of theatre arts. The department will decide 

deadlines for submitting topics for approval as well as for submitting papers to be presented. 
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The assessment will be two-fold: the submitted paper and the oral presentation which will be 

opened to the public. 

 

 

THEA 643 Graduate Seminar II      

This is a required course for MFA and MPhil students in their second year. They will be 

required to make a seminar presentation on the progress of their graduate research/project 

towards the end of the semester. The department will determine which areas to be covered by 

the presentation and the format. The assessment will be two-fold: the submitted paper and the 

oral presentation which will be opened to the public. 

 

 

THEA 644: Gender Issues in the Media  

The depiction of women and men in the media has long been a subject of concern. This 

course will examine issues such as: representation of women and men in mainstream media 

and their portrayal in stereotypical ways; how constantly polarized gender messages in media 

have fundamentally anti-social effects; how advertising, television programming, newspaper 

and magazines, comic books, popular music, film and video games depict gender images.  

 

 

 

THEA 646: Media Theory and Criticism 

This course covers the philosophical, aesthetic, and social issues that are central to media 

theory and practice. While tracing the historical development of film theory beginning with 

thinkers in the period of early cinema the course will discuss  later theorists, such as Jean 

Mitry, Sergei Eisenstein, Dziga Vertov, Siegfried Kracauer, Walter Benjamin, Andre Bazin, 

and Christian Metz in a critical manner reflecting current media practice. Screening of 

selected movies will underscore current debates on evolving medium and the developing 

theoretical discussion. 

 

 

THEA 648: Digital Media Workshop II  

Offers students the opportunity to continue to develop and sharpen skills in digital media 

production including narrative, experimental and installation, utilizing digital audio and video 

tools, game theory and software. The course further covers the development of practical and 

critical skills through the study and analysis of current issues surrounding the production, 

interpretation, and dissemination of the media.  

 

 

THEA 652: Media Analysis  

The course focuses on the textual reading of media as an analytical practice, fundamental to 

media studies and explores the relationship between texts, historical and cultural contexts and 

interpretative frameworks. It will examine key debates concerning such issues as national 

identity, core/periphery, industry development and cultural policy. It will also discuss factors 

in the representation of Ghana and “Ghanaianess” in media production generally.  

 

 

THEA 654: Culture, Media & Society  

Students learn how to apply media resources and productions within the community as a tool 

for social or political change, indigenous expression, cultural understanding, community 

organization, or advancement of social causes. Media projects relevant to communities will 

be identified, developed, and produced by the students in collaboration with members of that 

community and faculty. The course will also examine different forms of contemporary 
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television in relation to the question of cultural value. Questions of value and quality will be 

applied across recent television fiction and non-fiction through a series of case studies within 

a framework of cultural theory. 

 

 

 

 

THEA 660: Thesis 

All MPhil students are required to undertake a major research leading to a thesis which 

should be a substantial piece of writing, showing original research and a good understanding 

of the field of study. It should conform to the approved format set by the School of Graduate 

Studies and the Department of Theatre Arts. The work will be under the supervision of 

assigned faculty of the department.  

 

 

THEA 670: Thesis Project 

All MFA students are required to undertake a major project in their area of specialisation and 

produce a thesis which demonstrates original research and a good understanding of the field 

of study. It should conform to the approved format set by the School of Graduate Studies and 

the Department of Theatre Arts. The work will be under the supervision of assigned faculty 

of the department.  

 


